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This past June, I had the great 

privilege of joining three of my 

classmates from Calvin Theological 

Seminary and all our spouses (without 

our children) for a week of learning, 

spiritual growth and community. Rev. 

Steve and Emily Dozeman (Talbot 

Street CRC in London, Ontario), Dr. Ben 

and Whitney Ribbens (Professor of 

Theology at Trinity Christian College), 

Rev. Josh and Stephanie Van Drunen 

(Zutphen CRC in Hudsonville, MI), 

along with Carrie and me joined 

together under one roof in Hilton 

Head, South Carolina for six days the 

last week of June.   

Last November, the four of us 

submitted a grant proposal to the 

Sustaining Pastor Excellence Ministry 

of the Christian Reformed Church. 

Since Dr. Ribbens’ PhD. dissertation 

was on the book of Hebrews, our 

proposal had the four following goals:  

1). Learn more about the book of 

Hebrews.  

2). Develop sermon series materials 

to be preached at our churches.   

3). Deepen our friendship, mutual 

love of preaching/the Word of God and 

ministry.   

4). Be nourished by rest, study and 

community.   

While we are still fine-tuning the 

sermon series (to be preached after 

Easter of next year), the trip was a de-

lightful success. Each morning, the 

four of us would gather together for 

matins (morning prayers) and jour-

ney through various chapters/themes in 

the book of Hebrews under the leader-

ship of Dr. Ribbens (Tim and Linda 

Ribbens’ nephew). After spending 

time learning about the texts, we 

would engage in a four-way dialogue 

about sermon ideas, illustrations, 

theological themes, etc. The pastoral 

and theological horsepower present 

meant that we were able to do in a few 

hours what one of us might do on our 

own in a couple of days.  Then, we 

would spend the rest of the after-

noon enjoying each other, listening to 

each other about ministry, catching up 

about our families, and exploring the 

beautiful island.   

For those of you who do not know, 

Calvary Church has granted me a num-

ber of Sundays off each year beyond 

vacation to be used for continuing 

education and academic wellness. My 

friends and I commented to each other 

how thankful we are to have churches 

that value our spiritual, academic and 

emotional wellness. We also noted that 

we wish parishioners could understand 

the countless ways in which weeks 

like this are valuable to us; taking a 

break from preaching to learn more 

makes us better preachers!   

So, thank you Calvary Church, for 

allowing me to spend time away from 

the pulpit for the purpose of becoming 

a better preacher. And, I’d like to 

acknowledge that we are part of a 

great denomination that has numerous 

resources available to help pastors 

thrive. Sustaining Pastoral Excellence 

is but one of many ministries which are 

funded by our denominational ministry 

shares. If you’d like to learn more 

about Sustaining Pastor Excellence, 

visit here: 

https://www.crcna.org/spe 

Sustaining Pastoral Excellence Peer Learning Grant 
Pastor Nick Van Beek 

https://www.crcna.org/spe
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Church Information 
Phone:  (952) 831-6264 
Fax:      (952) 831-5120 
Website:  www.calvarytwincities.org  
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am  

 

Pastor:  
• Lead Pastor 
 Nick Van Beek 
 pastornick@calvarycrc.net 
 952-831-6264   
• Pastor of Discipleship 
 Eli Groenendyk 
 pastor.eli.calvary@gmail.com  
 952-831-6264 

August Worship Service Schedule 
August 4 

Service led Pastor Nick Van Beek 

Psalm 61:2 

Offering: Ministry Fund 

August 11 

Service led Pastor Eli Groenendyk 

1 Peter3:1-9 

Offering: Honduras Projects Fund 
 

August 18 

Service led Pastor Nick Van Beek 

1 Kings 8:27; Jeremiah 23:23-24 

Offering: Avail Academy 
 

August 25 

Service led Pastor Nick Van Beek 

Job 37:16; Deuteronomy 29:29; Psalm 139:1-4 

Offering: Children of the Promise 
 

 

 
 

September Heartbeat submission  

deadline: August 25 

 

Offering Totals 

Ministries Fund  

June '19:  $35,745.43  

First 3 weeks of July '19: $65,818.48 
 

Other June Calvary Offerings:  

Avail Academy: $1,733.00 

Benevolence Fund: $335.00 

 

mailto:pastor.eli.calvary@gmail.com
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Deacons: 

Carol Bengry 

Andrew Feikema 

Angela Orcutt 

Zach Staudt 

Nathan Zwagerman 

Tim Zwiers 

Nathaniel Zylstra 

Elders: 

Len Attema 

Matt De Kam 

Randy Hedman 

Greg Marcus 

Cel Schrotenboer 

Wayne Tobak 

Heiko Veldman 

Officers 

Council Chair:  Len Attema 

Council Vice-chair:  Matt De Kam 

Council Clerk:  Andrew Feikema 

Consistory Clerk: Greg Marcus 

Consistory Vice-chair: Heiko Veldman 

Deacon of Chair:  Tim Zwiers 

Deacon Vice-Chair: Angela Orcutt 

Treasurer:  Nathaniel Zylstra 

Membership Clerk: Randy Hedman 

Shepherding Districts 

District 1: A – Feikema 

  Elder Wayne Tobak, Deacon Angela Orcutt 

District 2: Groen - Liddle 

  Elder Greg Marcus, Deacon Nathan Zwagerman 

District 3: Marcus - Schumi 

   Elder Heiko Veldman, Deacon Carol Bengry 

District 4: Soerens – Z 

 Elder Cel Schrotenboer, Deacon Andrew Feikema 

Council Teams 

Shepherding Team: Carol Bengry, Andrew 

Feikema, Greg Marcus, Angela Orcutt, *Cel 

Schrotenboer, Wayne Tobak, Heiko Veldman, 

Nathan Zwagerman, Pastor Nick 
 

Administrative Team: Matt De Kam,  

 Dianne De Penning, Elmer Jelgerhuis,  

 Jake Kamp, Nathaniel Zylstra  
 

Youth Ministries Team: *Pastor Eli, Zach Staudt, 

Deb Attema, Kim Attema, Tim Zwiers 

* indicates chairperson 

2019-20 Calvary Council 

God doesn’t want us to isolate 

ourselves. In praying for His 

disciples Jesus said, “As You sent 

Me into the world, I also have 

sent them into the world.” (John 

17:18). If we isolate ourselves from 

others, we have no impact and 

demonstrate a lack of love. But 

neither does God want us to become 

like the unbelieving world...The 

Bible warns “All that Is in the 

world—the lust of the flesh, the lust 

of the eyes, and the pride of life—is 

not of the Father but  is of the 

world” (1John 2:16). Let Christ fill 

your life, and there won't be room 

for the world.  

Billy Graham 
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Tubing And Landscaping Days 
Pastor Eli 

Many groups of teens and tweens 

have been working hard on their 

summer days as they pull weeds, 

shovel rock, scoop dirt, trim trees, 

wheelbarrow brush, cut landscaping 

fabric, and trim bushes.  

At the beginning of each day, I share 

how God created Adam and Even and 

put them in the Garden of Eden to 

work it. This was before the fall 

and before sin entered the world! 

Meaning work can be a blessing, 

something humans were made to do, 

something we find satisfaction and 

accomplishment and meaning. We 

believe the Lord is sovereign over all 

spheres of life, including jobs and 

careers, and when we use our gifts and 

energy for His glory in our jobs and 

careers, it is a form of worship, a 

form of submission and obedience to 

our Lord. 

BUT, since the fall and sin entered 

the world, work can be a struggle. And 

believe me, these teens and tweens 

have first-hand experience with 

thorns, thistles, and the sweat of their 

brow. However, some ice cream in the 

Refuge and tubing the Minnehaha 

Creek cools them down.  

These days have been a win-win-win. 

The parents appreciate their children 

working outside, the facilities staff is 

grateful as we help out in this huge 

building and big property, and the 

youth enjoy hanging with their friends 

and the adventure of tubing the creek.  

We also talk about how our property 

and building communicates something 

about our church. We want it to look 

well kept and inviting so all the Berry 

Patch families and Agamim families 

coming to our building everyday 

will have good impressions of our 

church.  

In fact, our work sparked a fun 

interaction with the Berry Patch 

kiddos. While we were shoveling rock 

into the wheelbarrows next to their 

playground, a cute little boy named 

Owen asked, "Hey, can I help scoop 

some rock?" I looked at his teacher, 

she nodded with a smile, so I said, 

"Sure bud! Come on over and help 

us!" Pretty soon, we had ten little 

Berry Patch kids with their blue and 

yellow and red scoops and buckets 

helping us fill the wheelbarrows. 

When we finished the sidewalk edge 

on the west side of the building, Miss 

Kathy brought her class over to see the 

finished product of their hard work 

over so many days. 

The tubes have already caught the 

eye of the Agamim staff. A few 

teachers have already said, "Is tubing 

only for kids?" to which I reply, 

"Nope! I'll take any group anytime 

they want!" And they replied, "Sign us 

up!"  

I'm grateful that the Lord is helping 

us minister to the building in our 

building as we tube and landscape 

around our building.  
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Ilene Peterson spent her early years 
living in Chicago, where she attended 
the Christian school and was part of a 
(Dutch) Christian Reformed Church. 
Once she reached high school age, her 
family moved to Wheaton, Illinois so 
that Ilene and her siblings could re-
ceive Christian education from kinder-
garten through college. Her parents 
helped to begin the Christian Reformed 
Church in Wheaton in the 1950s. Ilene 
was one of the first two people to make 
profession of faith in that church. 

While in high school at Wheaton 
Academy, Ilene chose to do a book 
report project on a missionary doctor. 
"Because of that book, I felt that the 
Lord was calling me to medical mis-
sions, to be a nurse in a different coun-
try. Foreign missions," says Ilene. "My 
father wisely said, as time went on, 'if 
you want to do something in nursing, 
you'd better try it out for a bit.' He 
made arrangements for me to work at 
the Rehoboth hospital with the Navajo 
Indians because the doctor in charge 
there was from our former church in 
Chicago." Ilene worked in the hospital 
as a nurse's aide and made friends with 
the Navajo girls she met there. After 
she graduated from Wheaton Acade-
my, she went on to a 5-year nurse's 
training program run by Wheaton Col-

lege and a local hospital. Many of 
Ilene's classmates also went on to med-
ical missions. 

Ilene's first job after college was at 
the Chicago Maternity Center. She 
wanted to learn about midwifery be-
cause she expected that, if she were to 
end up in a "primitive" situation, 
knowledge of obstetrics would be use-
ful. 

After a few years, she got a stipend 
to attend the University of Minnesota 
for training in public health. After that, 
she looked for a place where she might 
serve overseas. Ilene's father, who was 
a lawyer in Chicago, traveled overseas 
for business. (In  the 1950s, this was 
fairly unusual.) Whenever he visited a 
different country, he made contact with 
the missionaries there. Ilene's father 
eventually made a contact in Ecuador. 
Because of this contact, Ilene had the 
opportunity to work in Quito for a 
year, to fill-in for a nurse on home 
leave. Ilene found her year of college 
Spanish handy as she became part of 
the community in Quito.  

After the year was up, Ilene re-
turned to Wheaton and did public 
health nursing in the area, which in-
cluded school nursing. One school she 
served was Wheaton Academy. It was 
here that Ilene met "Pep" (Paul Earl 
Peterson), who would eventually be-
come her husband. 

Pep, who was from northern Wis-
consin, knew he wanted to go into mis-
sionary kids' education. So, he trained 
as a math and science teacher and at-
tended Moody Bible Institute. To gain 
experience with teaching at boarding 
schools and the philosophy of Chris-
tian education-- Pep had attended pub-
lic schools throughout his youth-- be-
fore  going overseas with The Evangel-
ical Alliance Mission (TEAM), Pep 
applied to Wheaton Academy. Ilene 
met Pep through her work, and again 
through her brother, and in 1960 Ilene 
and Pep were married. Before they 
were sent out by TEAM, Ilene needed 
to be "approved" by the mission and 

they both attended candidate school.  
TEAM was starting a missions 

school in Taiwan. So, the newlywed 
Petersons boarded a ship and headed to 
Taiwan for five years. They were the 
first missionaries to go out from 
Wheaton Christian Reformed Church. 
Pep taught math, science, and Bible, 
and he coached sports; Ilene did the 
nursing. 

In many ways, Ilene served as both 
the school nurse and school mother to 
the boarding children. "For example, is 
their story about how they feel valid 
enough to let them stay home to get 
out of a test? Or can they play after 
school when they were sick all day?" 
explains Ilene. She also administered 
first aid, taught health courses, and 
kept track of immunizations. Ilene and 
Pep's first daughter was about 18 
months old when they arrived in Tai-
wan; the Petersons had two more chil-
dren in the five years of their first term 
in Taiwan. 

During their second term in Taiwan, 
Pep served as the high school princi-
pal. In their third and fourth terms, Pep 
served as superintendent of the whole 
school system TEAM supported. 
Though the school had been set up as a 
boarding school, in later years the 
board and administration decided that 
it would be better to send teachers out 
to some of the youngest students in 
outlying areas rather than have the stu-
dents sent to the school. There were 
about four satellite schools across the 
island. 

"I felt that the Lord really directed 
what I had learned before I had mar-
ried to prepare me well for the work I 
did. He gave me a husband with simi-
lar goals, and He gave us a church that 
was very supportive in our missionary 
work all along," says Ilene. 
(See family pictures on opposite page) 

Ilene Peterson 
Lydia Marcus 



Notes of Thanks 
 

I am very thankful to God for my recent 

successful hip surgery. I am also thankful to 

my Calvary family for the prayers, cards, 

visits, and food I received during this time. 

Dalen Asche  
 

Thank you for the prayers and many forms of 

support with the loss of my mother, JoAnn 

Lintel. 

Barb and Duane,  

Nathan & Sarah,  

Brad, Avery & Ian Zwagerman 

 

Dear Calvary Family, 

We wish to thank you all for the cards, calls, 

thoughts, and prayers during Kathy's father's 

sickness and passing. Also, a special thank 

you to those of you who came to his funeral 

to help us celebrate his life. He was a 

wonderful Christian man who will be greatly 

missed. We rejoice at the promise of a 

reunion one day in heaven!  

Sincerely, 

The Vrieze and Florin Families 
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VEAP Back-to-School Drive 
There is only one week left for the VEAP Back-to-School 

Drive (drive ends August 4) for the children in our community 
whose families cannot afford to buy the supplies themselves. 
VEAP now distributes directly to teachers in Bloomington, Richfield, 
Edina and South Minneapolis. The teachers know best which 
children need supplies, not only at the beginning of the school 
year, but throughout the year as well. Please donate only new 
supplies. If you prefer to give a monetary gift so VEAP can 
purchase such things as calculators, flash drives and earbuds for 
older students, make a check to Calvary Church with Back-to-School 
drive in the memo, and place it in the morning offering any 
Sunday during the drive. Our goals are: 
 

Backpacks: 9 of 50 

Wide-ruled Spiral Notebooks: 99 of 250 

Washable Markers (traditional):7 of 250 

24 Count Crayons: 31 of 100 

Glue Sticks: 96of 100 

Scissors (for grades K-5): 21 of 100 

 

Thank you for helping to make the start of the school year a 
positive one for our low-income neighbors! Questions? Contact 
Tricia Beckering or Linda Ribbens, Calvary's VEAP representatives. 

Fall Fest 

Save the Date! Dust off those driving 

gloves and wash and wax your race 

car because we are headed to the 

Crazy Races. Our annual Fall Fest is 

Saturday, September 7, from 4:00 to 

7:00 pm. 



Page 8 

August Birthdays 

August 3  Angela Orcutt 

August 4  Steve Groen, Sue Zwiers 

August 6  Abby Vis 

August 7  William Harkema, Lily Van Beek 

August 9  Brad Lamfers 

August 12  Todd Korthuis, Heiko Veldman, Christine Veurink 

August 13  Karen De Kam 

August 14 Carol Veldman-Rudie 

August 15  Andrew Feikema 

August 19 Claire Beckering,  

August 20 Darin Beckering, Marv Beekman 

August 21 Helen Kamp, Jake Kamp, Norma Koster 

August 22 Jeremiah Orcutt 

August 23 Miles Beckering, Rosanne Van Marion 

August 25 Heidi Van Hulzen, Glenn Vander Top 

August 26 Nathan Zwagerman 

August 27 Faith Bierma 

August 29 Gabi Soerens 
God bless you on your birthday 

and in the year to come! 

Calvary Christian Reformed Church 

5300 France Avenue South 

Edina, Minnesota  55410-2020 


