
HEARTBEAT 

 

 

        C a l v a r y  C h r i s t i a n   

            R e fo r m e d  C h u r c h  February 2019 

 

In This Issue: Service Schedule ....... 2 

Mission Corner ........... 3 

Anchor Update…..4 & 5 

Honduras Trip ............ 6 

GEMS…………….8 & 9 

Bulletin Changes……10 

We would like to invite you to 

participate in a worship survey for 

Calvary Church! You can take the 

survey by going to this link:  

http://bit.ly/CalvaryWorshipSurvey 

If you do not have access to a 

computer, hard copies are available at 

the office. You can also find the 

above link on our webpage, Facebook 

page and the link will be sent out to 

the congregation via email. We would 

love for every baptized member of 

Calvary, young and old, near and far, to 

participate.   

The reason for the survey is simple. 

With Pastor Eli and I joining Calvary 

Church this past year, we are very 

curious to hear your thoughts on 

our worship ministry. Calvary is 

a covenantal community; we make 

promises to each other at baptism to 

help each other grow in our faith. As 

new leaders, we want to get a better 

picture of whether we are doing our 

best at keeping these promises in the 

context of worship. While we would 

prefer individual conversations with 

all of you, it’s hard for us to have 

a comprehensive conversation with 

everyone! Also, with any transition in 

leadership it is good and healthy to 

reassess aspects of ministry together. 

We wish to be abundantly clear 

that the results of this survey will 

not necessarily dictate change. This 

survey is not a ballot where each 

member gets to cast their vote for 

what they want. The purpose of this 

survey is to educate your new pastors, 

to help leadership gain insight, and to 

inform discussion. Ultimately, the 

consistory of Calvary is responsible 

for overseeing and directing the 

vision for our worship ministry. That 

said, there is great wisdom in listening. 

Being servant leaders, we want to 

listen. 

The word “liturgy” is from the 

Greek words “leitos” (“of the people”) 

and “ergos” (work). The liturgy of 

church is “the stuff God’s people all 

do when they gather to worship.” We 

want you to inform our “stuff!”   

A few comments about the survey: 

1. There is a section in the survey 

about songs. We’d like to develop 

a “Calvary Songbook” which 

would contain a select number 

of different kinds of songs that 

Calvary loves to sing. We’d also 

like to hear if you think there are 

songs that Calvary ought to learn. 

2.  There is a section where you can 

offer your name to potentially be 

involved in the worship ministry 

at Calvary in several ways. 

Please consider how you might 

use your gifts for worship at 

Calvary. At Calvary, we believe 

in intergenerational worship; we 

want to enrich worship with the 

gifts of all generations. This will 

involve submitting your name on 

the survey; we want to assure you 

that when you give your name, we 

will not associate it with any other 

part of the survey.   

3. As you take the survey, be 

covenantal and be Christ-like. 

This survey is not a forum for 

complaining or agenda-pushing, 

but an invitation to inform 

discussion and assist leadership 

for the sake of the covenant 

community. Worship can be a very 

divisive issue. The hope and 

prayer of the survey is that we 

can use worship to keep our 

baptismal promises to help one 

another grow in faith as well as to 

minister to our community. 

Thank you for your participation!   

~ Pastor Nick ~ 
 

Ron Rienstra, Liturgical Worship (Reformed 
Worship Blog, Jan 2017). 

Worship Survey Invitation 

http://bit.ly/CalvaryWorshipSurvey
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Church Information 
Phone:  (952) 831-6264 
Fax:      (952) 831-5120 
Website:  www.calvarytwincities.org  
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am  

 

Pastor:  
• Lead Pastor 
 Nick Van Beek 
 pastornick@calvarycrc.net 
 952-831-6264   
• Pastor of Discipleship 
 Eli Groenendyk 
 pastor.eli.calvary@gmail.com  
 952-831-6264 

February Worship Service Schedule 
February 3 

Morning: Service led by Pastor Eli Groenendyk 

Offering: Avail Academy 
 

February 10 

Morning: Service led by Pastor Nick Van Beek 

Genesis 17:1-14 

Offering: World Renew 
 

February 17 

Morning: Service led by Pastor Nick Van Beek 

Genesis 22:1-18 

Offering: Ministries Fund 
 

February 24 

Morning: Service led by Pastor Eli Groenendyk 

Genesis 32:22-32 

Offering: CRWM-Bierma 
 

 
 

 

 

March Heartbeat submission  

deadline: February 17 

 

Offering Totals 

Ministries Fund  

December ’18: $71.106.36 

First three Sundays of Jan.‘19: $21,901.02 
 

December Offerings:  

Avail Academy: $2,482.5 

World Renew: $1,184.75 

Trinity Hill: 4824.50 

Benevolence Fund: $705.00 

mailto:pastor.eli.calvary@gmail.com
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Mission Corner 
 

Nepal – CRWM 

Troy, Faith, Yazzie, and Annabelle Bierma  

Birthdays: 

Troy—November 3 

Faith—August 27 

Yazzie—May 18 

Annabelle—November 12 

Anniversary: 

June 12 

Mail for security reasons use the following address: 

CRWM 

Attn: Troy and Faith Bierma 

1700 28th Street SE 

Grand Rapids, MI 

49508-1407  
 

Honduras—World Renew 
Matt, Katie, James, and Marta De Kam 

Birthdays: 

Matt—October 18 

Katie—September 7 

James—April 6 

Marta—June 6 

Mail for security reasons use the following address: 

World Renew 

Attn: Matt & Katie De Kam 

1700 28th St SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  49508 

Email: 

matt.dekam@gmail.com 

katiemarie37@gmail.com 
 

 

Deacons: 

Katie Abbring 

Carol Bengry 

Faye Ross 

Zach Staudt 

Darcy Terpstra 

Christine Veurink 

Nathan Zwagerman 

Nathaniel Zylstra 

Elders: 

Len Attema 

Darin Beckering 

Matt De Kam 

Greg Marcus 

Cel Schrotenboer 

Wayne Tobak 

Heiko Veldman 

Officers 

Council Chair:  Matt De Kam 

Council Vice-chair:  Len Attema 

Council Clerk:  Faye Ross 

Consistory Clerk: Greg Marcus 

Consistory Vice-chair: Heiko Veldman 

Deacon of Chair:  Christine Veurink 

Deacon Vice-Chair: Katie Abbring 

Treasurer:  Darcy Terpstra 

Membership Clerk: Randy Hedman 

Shepherding Districts 

District 1: A – Feikema 

  Elder Wayne Tobak, Deacon Faye Ross 

District 2: Groen - Liddle 

  Elder Greg Marcus, Deacon Nathan Zwagerman 

District 3: Marcus - Schumi 

   Elder Heiko Veldman, Deacon Carol Bengry 

District 4: Soerens – Z 

 Elder Cel Schrotenboer, Deacon Christine Veurink 

Council Teams 

Shepherding Team: Carol Bengry, Greg Marcus, 

Faye Ross, *Cel Schrotenboer, Wayne Tobak, 

 Heiko Veldman, Christine Veurink, Nathan 

Zwagerman 
 

Administrative Team: Dianne De Penning,   

 Elmer Jelgerhuis, Jake Kamp, Darcy Terpstra, 

 Nathaniel Zylstra  
 

Youth Ministries Team: *Pastor Eli,  

 Darin Beckering, Zach Staudt, Deb Attema, 

Kim Attema 

* indicates chairperson 

2018-19 Calvary Council 



Page 4 

Invite Friends! 
I am always encouraging the teenagers at 

Anchor to "Invite friends!" I do this 

through conversations, messages, emails, 

and now through the newsletter. Why 

do I say this so often? 

I say this because the good news of 

Jesus is not a secret. He doesn't want us 

to light a candle and put it under a 

bowl. He wants us to shine the light 

of truth to our friends at school, our 

basketball teammates, and our neighbors 

across the street. Jesus has commissioned 

us to "Go and make disciples." Inviting 

friends to grow in the knowledge of 

their Creator and Redeemer is one of 

our responsibilities as Christians.  

Church is not just for our members. 

Anchor is not just for teenagers of 

Calvary. It is for everyone. The gospel 

is for everyone. Jesus' disciples did not 

say, "Nope. You can't come. You're not 

Jewish. You don't look like us, think 

like us, or eat like us." They shared the 

gospel with Jews and Gentiles, rich and 

poor, foreigners and locals, old and 

young. Through the disciples, the Word 

of the Lord spread. Peter, James, John, 

and Paul focused both on those IN the 

church and those OUT of the church. 

My hope is that Anchor will have 

that balance, and by the grace of God, 

the Word of the Lord will spread 

through teenagers in the Twin Cities. 

Yes, we want to disciple our youth to 

follow Christ. Yes, we want to build 

positive relationships with them and 

help them grown in their faith. But a 

crucial part of this Christian faith is 

inviting others into our covenant 

community. I have learned that teens 

can be the best evangelists. In fact, after 

a basketball game, I heard one of our 

Calvary teens tell a friend, "Hey you 

should come to Anchor on Sunday. It's 

cool." It was awesome!   

 In John 10, Jesus explains that he is 

the Good Shepherd who loves his sheep 

so much that he lays down his life for 

them. He goes on to say, "I have other 

sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I 

must bring them also. They too will 

listen to my voice, and there shall be one 

flock and one shepherd," (John 10:16). 

Jesus is calling people to his flock 

through us. It might take a little courage 

to ask, it might take willingness to give 

someone a ride, but we have a task to 

invite our friends to Anchor and to 

church. 

By the work of the Holy Spirit, this 

has been happening at Anchor. Teens 

of Calvary have been inviting friends to 

Anchor and now we have a handful of 

friends that have been coming the last 

few weeks. Praise God! If we have 

friends that are connected with a church 

and go to a Christ-centered youth group 

already, that's great! They are growing 

in Christ and are serving their church. 

Keep on keeping on!   

But if they do not have those 

opportunities, I encourage the teens 

(and their parents) to invite friends to 

Anchor. And when friends come, it is 

fun! It's great to meet teens from other 

churches and other schools. We can 

learn from them and hopefully they 

experience God's love through us. The 

more the merrier!  Plus, we won't run 

out of room. God has blessed Calvary 

with a phenomenal space for youth 

discipleship. We have lots of space 

down in the Refuge and the Gathering 

Place and the Gym!   

Pastor Eli Groenendyk 

The couches are full during the Lord of the Rings Marathon.  
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Brayden and Matthew battle with "swords" 
in our acting competition. 

Grace, Gabi, and Ally take aim at the Redcoats (drawn on the whiteboard)  
during the Spy Scavenger Hunt.  

Maddie and Annika search for 8 Redcoats (red pinnies). 
Can you find them all?   
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Since firming up our trip dates, the 

Honduras Team has been busy working 

with World Renew on our itinerary, 

discussing objectives for the trip, and 

praying for a safe and productive time 

in Honduras. We are blessed to have a 

great blend of ages, social circles, and 

gender. The roster also includes a mix 

of previous trip participants and 

newcomers. The attendees for this 

trip includes Steve Abbring, Darin 

Beckering, Nick Hoekman, Kristin 

Koelewyn, Linda Marcus, Camryn 

Rettig, Pastor Nick Van Beek, and 

Tim Zwiers. During our time in 

Honduras we will be joined by Mateo 

De Kam, Rolando Pinzon with World 

Renew, and Arturo Colindres with 

Diaconia Nacional de Honduras. The 

team is excited to see what doors God 

opens for us on this trip and to bring 

new opportunities to connect to 

Honduras and the village of El 

Guanacaste back to the rest of Calvary. 

In preparation for the trip, the 

newcomers have been reviewing and 

discussing “When Helping Hurts”, a 

book that examines the foundational 

concepts around poverty and reviews 

appropriate, Christian principles for 

Westerners to follow when engaging 

with the global poor. All of us 

have been busy with more mundane 

logistical tasks like immunizations, 

airline tickets, and a more precise 

in-country itinerary.   

Following is a rough outline of our 

day-to-day time in Honduras: Saturday, 

February 23, we fly to Tegucigalpa, 

Honduras, after a layover in Houston. 

Most of Saturday afternoon and 

evening will be split between orientation 

sessions with World Renew and 

Diaconia Nacional and with spending 

time with Mateo, Katie, James and 

Marta De Kam. Sunday morning we 

anticipate worshiping at the De 

Kam’s home church in Honduras: La 

Paz Christian Reformed Church. In 

the afternoon we will travel from 

Tegucigalpa to our partner community 

of El Guanacaste. From Sunday 

evening through approximately 

mid-day Thursday we anticipate 

spending our days in El Guanacaste. 

On Thursday the 28 we will travel 

back to Tegucigalpa; God willing our 

return flights will bring us back to the 

Twin Cities late Friday evening on 

March 1. 

The team has several activities and 

objectives for the time that we will 

spend in El Guanacaste. Certainly we 

plan on meeting with church leaders 

and community leaders in order to 

better understand the story of the 

village of El Guanacaste, its present 

strengths and challenges, and what 

hopes the people of the village have 

for the future. We also anticipate 

developing and deepening relationships 

with specific individuals and families 

in the village simply by spending time 

together. Eating, worshiping, playing 

sports and games, or just visiting 

together; all of these are ways to learn 

about the physical and spiritual needs 

of the community and to expand our 

love and trust for one another. 

More specifically we also plan to 

carry out a few projects within the 

community. These could be floors, 

pilas (a type of outdoor wash basin), 

or latrines for specific families within 

the community. Trip members with an 

education background (Kristin and 

Camryn) also expect to assist at the 

community school, likely with some 

English lessons. We also hope to 

worship at our partner church (El 

Guanacaste CRC) on Wednesday 

evening, with Pastor Nick likely 

speaking some words. Finally, we 

hope to discern new ways that we 

can closely connect the village 

with members of Calvary Church, 

particularly during the times when 

groups from Calvary will not be at the 

village. We especially hope to find 

ways to help Calvary members who 

may not be able to travel to Honduras 

to feel connected to the village of El 

Guanacaste and to this ministry. This 

could be through prayer partnerships, 

helping with specific causes in the 

village, connecting another Calvary 

ministry to some aspect of the 

Honduran church or village or it could 

be something new that God reveals to 

us on our trip. 

While our group has plenty of 

work ahead of us, there is a lot 

that you at Calvary can do for us! 

Please pray for us as we finalize 

our preparations and please pray 

continuously for the trip members, 

the village of El Guanacaste, the De 

Kams, and our partner agencies during 

our time in Honduras. In fact, each 

trip member is looking for prayer 

partners who will pray for specific 

needs of the ministry in the time 

leading up to and during the trip. 

If you are interested in connecting 

to a trip member or in receiving 

prayer request updates from our 

group please contact Linda Marcus or 

Steve Abbring. We have also worked 

with some other Calvary ministries 

on creating video greetings, photo-

graphs, or on simple items to 

leave with the church in El 

Guanacaste on behalf of Calvary. If 

you have any ideas or are willing to 

help in these efforts please find a trip 

member! Finally, we anticipate that 

upon our return we will provide 

updates on the needs of the community, 

what kind of new connections we can 

make, and plenty of other ‘next steps’.  

Please be on the lookout for Sunday 

School hour meetings, updates via 

email or Heartbeat, and for ways to 

get involved.  

Finally, there will be an offering in 

February to support projects in the 

community. The offering will support 

projects that the Calvary Team members 

and residents of El Guanacaste will 

work on side by side during our trip. 

More information about the type of 

projects being planned is forthcoming, 

but know that these are community 

building projects which will be a 

blessing to the village of El 

Guanacaste. 

Thank you for your and bendiciones 

(blessings), 

Steve Abbring 

Honduras Trip 
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GEMS Update 
This year, the GEMS’S theme is 

“Be a Blessing” based on 2 Corinthians 

9:8 “And God is able to bless you 

abundantly, so that in all things at all 

times, having all that you need, you 

will abound in every good work.”   

In July at the GEMS Conference in 

Ancaster, Ontario the counselors were 

inspired to disciple girls in their rela-

tionship with Jesus.  We also celebrat-

ed the 60th birthday of GEMS 

(originally Calvinettes), worshipped in 

song, sat under Biblical teaching, and 

learned about our new theme. We 

were challenged to share the bless-

ings we have received with others.  

One specific vision that was shared 

was for GEMS clubs across the U.S. 

and Canada to partner with Operation 

Christmas Child. In Operation 

Christmas Child, volunteers pack 

shoeboxes to bless children. Pastors 

around the world host shoebox 

distributions in places where people 

may not know Christ and invite 

them to follow Him. Other churches 

use the boxes as  resources for 

outreach in orphanages and other 

at-risk areas. In many places, they 

also offer The Greatest Gift a Gospel 

story booklet Samaritan’s Purse 

developed for shoebox recipients, 

which tells the story of Jesus.  

On Wednesday, November 7, the 

GEMS packed a total of 57 boxes for 

Operation Christmas Child; it was an 

exciting night. Thank you for all your 

donations that helped make this event 

successful. We are excited to announce 

that 4,007 boxes were sent to girls and 

boys all over the world through 

GEMS! Thank you again for your 

support.  

Blessings to you, Sara Zwagerman 

(Mrs Z) 
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Singing with the Seniors at Walker on Lyndale 

This year, the GEMS visited the seniors who live at Walker on 

Lyndale to share a Christmas program, trivia and cookies . 

This is always a big blessing to the residents and so much fun 

for the girls to preform with their instruments and sing Christmas 

carols.   
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Bulletin Changes 
Pastor Nick 

You may have noticed that there has 

been an evolutionary process unfolding 

with our worship bulletin over the past 

several months. One main change we 

made is that we no longer include the 

names of those using their gifts in leading 

worship, scripture reading, etc. While 

we still hope to give credit for artwork 

on bulletin covers and who is leading 

special music, this change is very 

intentional.   

While I will certainly agree that 

knowing someone’s name is nice and 

important, I would say that it’s more 

important that we interact with each 

other. Knowing someone’s name is 

useless if there is no relationship. 

Learning someone’s name or being 

reminded of someone’s name from the 

bulletin is a great reason not to speak 

with that person. Likewise, not 

knowing someone’s name or wanting 

to thank someone for their leadership 

and use of their gifts in worship is a 

great reason to go and talk to them, get 

to know them and encourage them. In 

other words, we pulled the names out of 

the bulletin in the hopes of facilitating 

more meaningful relationships between 

us.   

If you are curious who that gifted 

vocalist is using their gifts to glorify 

God and edify the church, go and speak 

with them! Thank them for using their 

gifts. Express to them how thankful 

you are that God has given people 

musical talent to lead people without 

musical talent (like me!). Ask them 

about their life, their job, their school, 

their interests, and tell them how glad 

you are to be part of the same church. 

Some of you may have a concern like 

this: “But I should know that person’s 

name and it would be embarrassing for 

me to go and talk to them not knowing 

their name.”   Can we all agree that that 

we’re not going to be concerned about 

these kinds of things? Can we agree 

that we’re going to embrace being a 

little embarrassed here and there for the 

sake of being covenantal? “I’m sorry, 

I don’t know you…” or “Could you 

remind me of your name?” are great 

ways to engage someone. 

If someone who should know you 

asks your name, can we agree not to be 

offended by this? If you don’t know 

someone’s name, can we agree that it’s 

not offensive, but relational, even 

covenantal to ask their name and spend 

some time speaking with them?   

One of the hopes and prayers 

that Pastor Eli and I have for Calvary 

is that we become a more relational 

and covenantal church. When we 

make promises to each other at 

baptism, we’re not only promising 

to ensure faith-forming programs 

for people, we’re promising faith-

forming relationships. We are a 

lonely, isolated culture and I’m 

convinced the more the body of 

Christ can be a genuine, authentic, 

relational community that actually 

knows each other (not just names), the 

more it will stand out attractively 

in our culture.  

May God embolden us and empower 

us to be a more relational and covenantal 

church!   

“Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. 

At first, perhaps, you can understand what He is doing. He is getting the 

drains right and stopping the leaks in the roof and so on; you knew that 

those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. But presently He 

starts knocking the house about in a way that hurts abominably and does 

not seem to make any sense. What on earth is He up to? The explanation 

is that He is building quite a different house from the one you thought of 

– throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there, running 

up towers, making courtyards. You thought you were being made into a 

decent little cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends to come and 

live in it Himself.” 

― C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity  
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Staying in Touch 
Jeff Harkema 

 

Sr Adventures 
All seniors are welcome to join us for a 

time of fellowship and Bible study. We 

meet on the second Tuesday of the 

month. at 1:00:pm in the library 

Calvary Prayer Opportunity 

Announcement 
For the past several years Calvary Church has invited 

people to come up to the front of the sanctuary after the 

worship service if they would like specific prayer for 

themselves or someone else. Beginning February 3 this 

opportunity for prayer will be moved to a more private 

location—the prayer room just to the left of the north exit 

from the sanctuary.  Each Sunday someone will be there 

to meet with anyone who would like prayer. Members 

and visitors of Calvary are encouraged to share their 

prayer concerns and find encouragement from this 

personal prayer support.  

Save the date  
You are invited to a fellowship brunch 

after worship on March 10. Bring an egg 

bake (recipe provided) or pastries, muffins, 

or coffee cake to serve 12. Watch for the 

sign-up sheet in The Commons. 

Coffee Break 

Coffee Break at Calvary will begin a new study 

called Discover 1 Corinthians--Wisdom for Living 

February 5 that will run through the end of April for 

women of all ages. Whether you are a beginner or a 

seasoned Bible student you can expect a thoughtful 

small group discussion that will hopefully leave you 

with something to ponder each week. We meet from 

9:30-11:00 am on Tuesdays. Childcare is provided. 

Come join us! You are welcome to bring a friend, 

neighbor, coworker, cousin… For more information call 

Eileen Rosenwinkel . 

 

Letters of Thanks 
Thank you to all who prayed, sent cards 

or contacted me at the time of the death 

of my brother, Gordon. It is good to be 

part of such a caring church family. 

 Sharon and Dalen Asche  

Prayer Request 
Somali Adult Literacy Training (SALT), part of Arrive 

Ministries, pairs volunteers with Somali adults seeking to 

improve their English skills. Building relationships of 

caring and sharing stories is at the core of the program.  

Please pray for this ministry and those of our church who 

are involved in English mentoring of immigrants. Pray 

that the volunteers are effective in their mentoring and 

that relationships are built where sharing stories can 

occur. Pray that the Holy Spirit would be present and 

faith sharing can occur. See Christine Veurink, Scott and 

Faye Ross or Eva Hedman for more information. 



Calvary Christian Reformed Church 

5300 France Avenue South 

Edina, Minnesota  55410-2020 

February Birthdays 

 

February 3  Wren Terpstra, Molly Zylstra            

February 5  Sarah Zwagerman 

February 11  Dave Blankespoor, Simon Bosch 

February 12  Jim De Young 

February 16 Ruth DeVries, Paula Rindels  

February 17  Peter Bosch 

February 19 Paul Vliem 

February 20 Sharon Asche, Alyssa Dahnke 

February 22 Wayne Tobak 

February 23 Pat Douma, Carrie Van Beek 

February 24 Caden Orcutt 

February 28 Ruth Muyskens 
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Each one of us is special in His sight. 

May you feel Him watching over you 

with loving affection, 

not just on your special day, but always!  

Blessings on Your Birthday.  

http://www.happywishes.com/wish/each-one-of-us-is-special-in-his-sight-may-you-fee/3533/
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