
HEARTBEAT 

 

 

        C a l v a r y  C h r i s t i a n   

            R e fo r m e d  C h u r c h  May 2019 

 

In This Issue: Service Schedule ....... 2 

Calvary Council .......... 3 

Anchor Update…..4 & 5 

GEMS Recap………...6 

Letters of thanks…......7 

Calendars………..insert 

50th and France and Calvary Church 
Pastor Nick Van Beek 

One of the key things that Calvary 

communicated to Pastor Eli and I as 

we interviewed here was a desire to 

have a stronger presence in Calvary’s 

immediate community in Edina. This 

is a conviction that we share as a 

pastoral staff and we’ve been work-

ing hard at figuring out what this 

looks like for Calvary. 

In addition to becoming members 

of the Edina Rotary Club (we will be 

inducted Thursday!), Pastor Eli and I 

have been investigating what it would 

look like for us as a church to have 

more presence/involvement in the 

events on 50th and France. Being just 

a couple blocks south of a massive 

hub of activity is a huge, untapped 

asset for us.   

As we investigated this involvement, 

we discovered that there is an annual 

membership that ensures good 

communication about the 50th and 

France events, guarantees booth 

opportunities at the events there, 

provides advertising for our church/

activities in digital and print media 

(see page 3) and lists Calvary Church 

on the 50th and France Business 

directory (see here): 

https://www.50thandfrance.com/

directory/). 

Our hope and vision is that Calvary 

becomes a staple presence at these 

events where people from the 

community can interact with us and see 

us as a valuable presence in the 

community. As we develop relationships 

and a stronger community presence, 

we are praying for more discipleship 

opportunities.   

The inaugural event for the launching 

of this vision will be the Edina Art Fair 

(http://www.edinaartfair.com/) from May 

31 to June 2. Pastor Eli has been 

putting together a Calvary “booth” 

that will be in the Kid’s Zone section 

of the Art Fair. We will have numerous 

games/activities for children/youth 

and Katie Abbring is putting together 

an art project for us to provide. We 

are also working on printed materials 

to share with people about our church 

and children/youth programming. 

The 50th and France staff has met 

with us a couple of times and are very 

thankful for our desire to contribute 

activities to the Kid’s Zone. We are 

also offering our parking lot for the 

event for much of the weekend free 

of charge as a gift to the community.   

This year our involvement will be 

somewhat limited. As we develop an 

understanding and vision for what 

Calvary could be/do in our immediate 

community, we hope to do more and 

to further utilize the people/gifts of 

Calvary Church. 

There are a few ways that you can 

help us for now: 

1. Pray that God will use Calvary in 

a more powerful way in our local 

community. 

2. Swing by the Art Fair, say hello, 

and bring kids/grandkids to 

participate in what we have 

available. 

3. Continue to encourage us as 

pastors as we try to find more/

new ways to connect with our 

local community. 

May God bless us as we seek to 

become a stronger presence in our 

local community!   

https://www.50thandfrance.com/directory/
https://www.50thandfrance.com/directory/
http://www.edinaartfair.com/
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Church Information 
Phone:  (952) 831-6264 
Fax:      (952) 831-5120 
Website:  www.calvarytwincities.org  
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am  

 

Pastor:  
• Lead Pastor 
 Nick Van Beek 
 pastornick@calvarycrc.net 
 952-831-6264   
• Pastor of Discipleship 
 Eli Groenendyk 
 pastor.eli.calvary@gmail.com  
 952-831-6264 

March Worship Service Schedule 
May 5 

Service led Pastor Nick Van Beek 

Proverbs 1:1-7 

Offering: Avail Academy 
 

May 12 

Service led Pastor Nick Van Beek 

Proverbs 2:1-22 

Offering: SALT/Arrive Ministries 
 

May 19 

Service led Pastor Nick Van Beek 

Proverbs 3:1-12 

Offering: Children of the Promise 
 

May 26 

Service led Pastor Nick Van Beek 

Proverbs 4:1-27 

Offering: Calvary Ministries Fund 
 

 

 

June Heartbeat submission  

deadline: May 19 

 

Offering Totals 

Ministries Fund  

March '19: $131,451.82 

First 3 weeks of April '19: $19.468.50 
 

Other March Calvary Offerings:  

Avail Academy: $2747.24 

Mn Adult & Teen Challenge: $878.50 

Mark your Calendars! 

Our annual congregational meeting will take place on 

Monday, May 20, at 6:30pm. Please do your best to join 

us as Pastor Nick and Pastor Eli share their vision about 

Calvary’s ministry and facilities moving forward! We will  

select people for the offices of elder and deacon.  

mailto:pastor.eli.calvary@gmail.com
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Deacons: 

Katie Abbring 

Carol Bengry 

Faye Ross 

Zach Staudt 

Darcy Terpstra 

Christine Veurink 

Nathan Zwagerman 

Nathaniel Zylstra 

Elders: 

Len Attema 

Darin Beckering 

Matt De Kam 

Greg Marcus 

Cel Schrotenboer 

Wayne Tobak 

Heiko Veldman 

Officers 

Council Chair:  Matt De Kam 

Council Vice-chair:  Len Attema 

Council Clerk:  Faye Ross 

Consistory Clerk: Greg Marcus 

Consistory Vice-chair: Heiko Veldman 

Deacon of Chair:  Christine Veurink 

Deacon Vice-Chair: Katie Abbring 

Treasurer:  Darcy Terpstra 

Membership Clerk: Randy Hedman 

Shepherding Districts 

District 1: A – Feikema 

  Elder Wayne Tobak, Deacon Faye Ross 

District 2: Groen - Liddle 

  Elder Greg Marcus, Deacon Nathan Zwagerman 

District 3: Marcus - Schumi 

   Elder Heiko Veldman, Deacon Carol Bengry 

District 4: Soerens – Z 

 Elder Cel Schrotenboer, Deacon Christine Veurink 

Council Teams 

Shepherding Team: Carol Bengry, Greg Marcus, 

Faye Ross, *Cel Schrotenboer, Wayne Tobak, 

 Heiko Veldman, Christine Veurink, Nathan 

Zwagerman 
 

Administrative Team: Dianne De Penning,   

 Elmer Jelgerhuis, Jake Kamp, Darcy Terpstra, 

 Nathaniel Zylstra  
 

Youth Ministries Team: *Pastor Eli,  

 Darin Beckering, Zach Staudt, Deb Attema, 

Kim Attema 

* indicates chairperson 

2018-19 Calvary Council 

50th and France media examples from page 1 
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Experiencing the Lord’s Supper 
Pastor Eli 

On April 14, the Anchor Squad 

learned more about Jesus through the 

Passover Meal. It was a good night of 

discipleship with eating, singing, Bible 

teaching, discussion, and celebrating 

the Lord's Supper. Here are some 

excerpts from the night about the 

Passover and the Lord's Supper: 

"The Passover was a yearly festival 

for the Israelites in the Old Testament. 

It was a holiday for them. We celebrate 

4th of July every year. The Israelites 

celebrated Passover every year. By 

the time Jesus celebrated the Passover 

with his disciples, the Israelites had 

celebrated it for almost 1500 years." 

"The first Passover Meal happened in 

Ancient Egypt. The people cried out to 

God, to Yahweh, and God heard their 

cries and intervened in a miraculous 

way. He revealed his power against for 

the Egyptians and his love for his 

people through the ten plagues." 

God commanded the Israelites at the 

first Passover, "Then they are to take 

some of the blood and put it on the 

sides and tops of the doorframes of the 

houses where they eat the lambs. That 

same night they are to eat the meat 

roasted over the fire, along with bitter 

herbs, and bread made without 

yeast." (Exodus 12:7-8) 

"I have asked myself, “Why did you 

do this God? Why did you kill so many 

people?” But the question I should be 

asking is, “God, why did you save so 

many people?” For all the evil the 

Egyptians had done, they deserved 

God’s righteous judgment. And the 

Israelites didn’t deserve any better. 

They, too, were sinners. They also had 

disobeyed Yahweh countless times. But 

the difference is that the Israelites 

trusted in Yahweh. When he told them 

paint their door frames and eat the 

meal, they listened. They were spared 

because of God’s intervention and his 

grace. 

As we heard, God commanded 

them to celebrate the Passover every 

year. The Bible is loaded with verses 

about the Passover! Directions for the 

Passover show up in Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers, and Deuteronomy. The Bible 

recalls many important Passover 

celebrations by the Israelites. When 

they camped around Mt. Sinai, they 

celebrated the Passover. When they 

entered the Promised land at Gilgal for 

the first time under Joshua, they 

celebrated the Passover. When Josiah 

was reforming worship in Jerusalem, 

they celebrated the Passover. When 

they returned to Jerusalem from exile 

under the leadership of Ezra and 

Nehemiah, they celebrated the 

Passover. When Jesus was born into 

this world, he celebrated the Passover 

every year when he was growing up. 

Luke 2 says, “Every year Jesus’ parents 

went to Jerusalem for the Festival of 

the Passover.” 
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“The meal consists of unleavened bread 

and lamb chops to remind us of God’s 

faithfulness in the Exodus. There are 

also grapes, a common food in Ancient 

Israel, and applesauce, which Jews later 

began eating to remember the mortar 

the Israelites used to make bricks. We 

start with bitter herbs to remember the 

bitterness of slavery." 

"Every time we eat the bread and 

drink the cup of communion we can be 

assured that our salvation is not based 

on the grounds of our ability, but on the 

blood of Jesus".  

"Catholics believe in transubstantiation 

in which the bread and wine are 

transformed into the actual body and 

blood of Jesus after the priest blesses it. 

They get this idea from a limited 

interpretation of John 6 and lots of 

church tradition, which they affirm as 

equal authority as Scripture." 

"Martin Luther wanted to be different 

from the Catholics but not that  

different. They do NOT believe 

the bread and wine becomes the 

actual body and blood, but that the 

physical presence of Christ is in, 

with, and under. This belief is called 

consubstantiation." 

"I call our Reformed approach 

Communion in Christ because we, as 

a community, are in union with each 

other and we are in union with Christ - 

communion in Christ. The bread and 

juice are not the actual body and blood 

of Jesus, they are physical signs to 

remind us that Jesus died for us. But 

communion is more than just physical - 

the Holy Spirit is active in the Lord’s 

Supper. The Holy Spirit draws us 

closer to Jesus, unifying us with him." 

John Calvin explains the New Testament 

concept of union in Christ really well, 

"Whatever is his (Jesus Christ’s) may 

be called ours. This is the wonderful 

exchange, which out of his measureless 

benevolence he has made with us; that 

becoming Son of man with us, he has 

made us sons (and daughters) of God 

with him; that by his descent to earth, 

he has prepared an ascent to heaven for 

us; that by taking on our mortality, he 

has conferred his immortality upon us; 

that accepting our weakness, he has 

strengthened us by his power; that 

receiving our poverty unto himself, he 

has transferred his wealth to us; that 

taking the weight of our iniquity upon 

himself which oppressed us, he has 

clothed us with his righteousness.” 

"So what do we miss if we don’t ever 

partake in the Lord’s Supper? First, 

Jesus commands us to do it. If we 

don’t, we fail to obey a command from 

Jesus. Second, we come to the table if 

we want to strengthen our faith and live 

a better life. The physical signs of the 

bread and cup remind us that Jesus 

died for us. If we don’t, we miss this 

opportunity. Third, the Bible says we 

break bread from one loaf to symbolize 

our unity as a church. We are one in 

Christ." 

"When Jesus sits down with his 

disciples for his last supper before his 

crucifixion, it is no coincidence that 

they are eating the Passover Meal. It 

was not by chance, it was not by 

accident, but by the sovereign plan 

of God Almighty. God did this on 

purpose." 
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In September, we started by introducing 

the theme for the year: Be A Blessing. 

The theme was developed around 2 

Corinthians 9:8. To make the passage 

come alive for the girls, they had a 

gardening experience in the Gathering 

Place to learn about the theme. The 

girls discovered more about what 

blessing means and how they can Be A 

Blessing to others because of what 

Jesus has done for them. In a world 

where blessed can often come across as 

arrogant, or as the hashtag of the happy 

who get what they want, we learned 

that a blessing is anything that draws 

you closer to God. That means even 

hard things can be a blessing when we 

let them bring us closer to Him.  

In November, the GEMS participated 

in Operation Christmas children with 

the help of the Calvary congregation 

and GEMS families. We packed and 

shipped 57 boxes this year.  

In December, we visited with the 

seniors at Walker on Lyndale. The GEMS 

performed on their instruments and sang 

for the seniors. We played Christmas 

trivia and served refreshments.  

In January, the girls participated in 

an all-day event called badge Saturday. 

At this event, the girls worked on the 

following badges – Getting and Staying 

Fit, Pet Care, Sewing, Becoming a New 

Creation, Puppetry, Baking, Braiding 

Self-Defense and Rest and Relation to 

name a few.  

Weather created the need for GEMS 

to be a bit flexible with some of the 

activities this year. The mother-

daughter event was one of those events. 

The evening started with a follow-up from 

the group that traveled to Honduras. 

The girls had prepared a blessing box 

of games, crayons and more for the 

community of El Guanecaste and were 

informed by the Honduras group that 

the blessing box was a true blessing. 

The girls were able to see a slide 

presentation of the Honduras group’s 

experience on the trip and see the 

community Calvary is partnering with. 

We also worked on tying fleece blanket 

for the Linus project, did a craft and 

had refreshments. March also included 

some of the girls participating in the 

Pinewood Derby with the Cadets. 

The GEMS provided and served the 

Wednesday Night Alive dinner in April. We 

closed out April by participating in a 

worship service.  

May ends the GEMS season with an 

awards night. The girls will also enjoy 

an evening event at Feed My Starving 

Children with their fathers (another 

casualty of the weather). On June 28-30 

the GEMS will go camping at Cleary 

Lake Regional Park. It has been a year 

filled with rescheduled events but full 

of joy that we can Be A Blessing in any 

situation. 

The GEMS ministry here at Calvary 

is blessed with wonderful and faithful 

counselors. The GEMS program would 

not be as successful without their time 

and dedication to the program by these 

amazing ladies. Ms. Lindy Martinson 

(2nd grade), Mrs. Angela Byers (3rd 

grade), Mrs., Carol Bengry (4th grade), 

Mrs. Darcy Terpstra and Mrs. Jen Para-

dise (5th grade), Mrs. Shannon Soerens 

and Mrs. Allison Miedema (7th grade), 

Mrs. Cheryl Vis lead a monthly theme 

experience and shopped for the GEMS 

store, Mrs. Brenda Liddle filled the 

role of music director and worship 

coordinator. We give a very special 

thank you to Aunt Vonnie Vanden Berg 

(pray partner for the entire club). We 

also had many helpers with different 

events and tasks throughout the year 

who deserve great thanks as well: Lisa 

De Kam, Jacquie Danz, Janette Kamp, 

Erica Liddle, Camryn Rettig, Cheryl 

Rettig and Stacey Waldron. Please 

thank ALL these special ladies, for 

serving our Lord in this ministry and 

for bringing these girls into a living 

relationship with Jesus Christ. We are 

very thankful to the congregation of 

Calvary church for your love, support 

and prayers for this ministry.  

The GEMS ministry is always 

looking for volunteers as counselors or 

as classroom helpers. If you are inter-

ested in helping or have any questions, 

please free feel to ask any of us!  

Blessings,  

Sarah Zwagerman (Mrs. Z)  

GEMS Club Coordinator  

GEMS 2018-19 Highlights 



Letters of Thanks 
Thank you, for the wonderful service on 

April 2 in memory of Barb. Thanks to the 

pastors and those that provided music.  

Thank you for the preparations and the 

work done for the lunch. I appreciated the 

visits and the lunches and all the prayers 

and support from my Calvary family. 

Bob and Dan Buys 

 

Thank you for your prayers, cards and 

words of encouragement during my recent 

open heart surgery. It is great to be part of 

God’s family at Calvary. The surgery and 

recovery is going well with no unexpected 

complications. 

Len Attema 

 

Thank you, dear congregation, for your 

prayers, cards, and expressions of sympathy 

through the death of our mom & grandma.  

Eva, Randy, Lauren & Gerrit Hedman  

 

Thank you, Calvary, for your donations of 

laundry soap in our recent VEAP drive. We 

collected 195 containers of detergent, which 

were enthusiastically received at VEAP. If 

you want to know more about VEAP or 

would like to volunteer, talk with Tricia 

Beckering or Linda Ribbens, Calvary's VEAP 

representatives.  
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Fall Fest 

Save the Date! Dust off those driving 

gloves and wash and wax your race 

car because we are headed to the Crazy 

Races. Our annual Fall Fest is Saturday, 

September 7, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm. 

Graduate Information 

Wanted 
It is the time of the year when 

graduations occur. Calvary would 

like to recognize all elementary, high 

school, college and post-college 

graduates in the June Heartbeat issue. 

Send a short note and a picture (if you 

have one) about the student indicating 

where they are graduating from, what 

activities they participated in, and 

after graduation plans. You can bring 

the pictures and notes to the church office 

or email them to crettig@calvarycrc.net 

no later than May 19 



Calvary Christian Reformed Church 

5300 France Avenue South 

Edina, Minnesota  55410-2020 

May Birthdays 

May 2 Camryn Rettig  

May 3 Matthew Beekman, Cade Mellema, Sam Workman 

May 4 Nicole Staudt 

May 5 Kyla Orcutt, Carey Rettig 

May 6 Jesse Post 

May 7 Jack Zylstra 

May 8  Janette Kamp 

May 9 Katie Abbring, Mark Douma, Lucy Vliem 

May 10  Ben Rindels 

May 11 Kristin Koelewyn, Dave Terpstra 

May 12  Carolyn Liddle, Celia Schrotenboer 

May 14 Camden Mellema 

May 16 Shar Jelgerhuis 

May 18 Yazzie Bierma, Soren Moser 

May 19 Brayden Beckering, Darcy Terpstra 

May 20 Ed Attema 

May 22 Ian Zwagerman 

May 26 Matt Koelewyn, Michael Schmidt 

May 30 Wyatt Hoekman 
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Each one of us is special in His sight. 

May you feel Him watching over you 

with loving affection, 

not just on your special day,  

but always!  

Blessings on Your Birthday.  

http://www.happywishes.com/wish/each-one-of-us-is-special-in-his-sight-may-you-fee/3533/
http://www.happywishes.com/wish/each-one-of-us-is-special-in-his-sight-may-you-fee/3533/
http://www.happywishes.com/wish/each-one-of-us-is-special-in-his-sight-may-you-fee/3533/
http://www.happywishes.com/wish/each-one-of-us-is-special-in-his-sight-may-you-fee/3533/
http://www.happywishes.com/wish/each-one-of-us-is-special-in-his-sight-may-you-fee/3533/
http://www.happywishes.com/wish/each-one-of-us-is-special-in-his-sight-may-you-fee/3533/

