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One of the pleasant changes I’ve 

experienced in coming to Calvary 

has been intentional devotional/

discussion time with the full council 

twice per month. At the beginning of 

each monthly full council meeting 

and in between monthly team 

meetings, the council has carved 

out a time for devotions, discussion 

and prayer. This time has been a 

valuable source of piety, team-building, 

vision sharing, story sharing, and 

leadership development.   

When the new council members 

came on this past June, we decided to 

use this already intentional time 

specifically for leadership development. 

We are reading a book called, The 

Agile Church by Dwight Zscheile. 

Zscheile has been involved with The 

Missional Network, the institution 

responsible for creating the MMR 

process. Calvary engaged the MMR 

process a few years ago with the 

hope of helping Calvary discover 

what God has for her in her next 

season of ministry.    

The book works with the idea 

that as our culture changes, there are 

aspects of ministry that ought to 

evolve with those changes. Zscheile 

believes that churches today must 

be agile, “embracing processes of 

trial, failure and adaptation as they 

form Christian community with 

new neighbors.” He believes we 

must learn how to do “traditioned 

innovation” well; innovation that is 

rooted in the rich tradition of the 

Christian Church that sustains 

gospel witness. What are the things 

“the church has always done?” And 

how can the way we do those things 

evolve to increase our witness? 

While there are certain things about 

ministry that will never change (like 

the gospel message), there are 

practical ministry aspects that can 

and should change in order to meet 

the culture where it is.   

One of the big images of scripture 

that inspires the author’s thinking is 

the incarnation of Christ; the birth of 

God in human flesh. At the heart of 

the Good News of our faith is a 

simple message: God meets us 

where we are. How do we meet 

people where they are with this 

message of Good News? The Agile 

Church seeks to help churches 

embrace experimentation, change, 

and failure as a way of discerning 

the Spirit’s leading in order to meet 

people where they are.   

We are three chapters into our 

reading with three to go. Please be in 

prayer for us as leaders as we have 

discussions and seek to discern the 

Spirit’s leading! May God bless us 

as we seek to meet people where 

they are with the Good News of 

Jesus!   

Pastor Nick 

The Agile Church 
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Church Information 
Phone:  (952) 831-6264 
Fax:      (952) 831-5120 
Website:  www.calvarytwincities.org  
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am  

 

Pastor:  
• Lead Pastor 
 Nick Van Beek 
 pastornick@calvarycrc.net 
 952-831-6264   
• Pastor of Discipleship 
 Eli Groenendyk 
 pastor.eli.calvary@gmail.com  
 952-831-6264 

October Worship Service Schedule 
October 6 

Service led Pastor Nick Van Beek 

2 Kings 5 

Offering: Urban HomeWorks 
 

October 13 

Service led Pastor Nick Van Beek 

Daniel 2 & 4 

Offering: Avail Academy 
 

October 20 

Service led Pastor Eli Groenendyk 

Acts 8:9-25 

Offering: World Renew 
 

October 27 

Service led Pastor Nick Van Beek 

Jonah 1 

Offering: Ministry Fund 
 

 

November Heartbeat submission  

deadline: October 20 

 

Offering Totals 

Ministries Fund  

August '19:  $28,493.99 

1st four Sundays of Sept. '19: $29,068.18 
 

Other August Calvary Offerings:  

Honduras Projects Fund: $993.05 

Avail Academy: $1,004.75 

Children of the Promise: $1,012.00 

mailto:pastor.eli.calvary@gmail.com
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Deacons: 

Carol Bengry 

Andrew Feikema 

Angela Orcutt 

Zach Staudt 

Nathan Zwagerman 

Tim Zwiers 

Nathaniel Zylstra 

Elders: 

Len Attema 

Matt De Kam 

Randy Hedman 

Greg Marcus 

Cel Schrotenboer 

Wayne Tobak 

Heiko Veldman 

Officers 

Council Chair:  Len Attema 

Council Vice-chair:  Matt De Kam 

Council Clerk:  Andrew Feikema 

Consistory Clerk: Greg Marcus 

Consistory Vice-chair: Heiko Veldman 

Deacon of Chair:  Tim Zwiers 

Deacon Vice-Chair: Angela Orcutt 

Treasurer:  Nathaniel Zylstra 

Membership Clerk: Randy Hedman 

Shepherding Districts 

District 1: A – Feikema 

  Elder Wayne Tobak, Deacon Angela Orcutt 

District 2: Groen - Liddle 

  Elder Greg Marcus, Deacon Nathan Zwagerman 

District 3: Marcus - Schumi 

   Elder Heiko Veldman, Deacon Carol Bengry 

District 4: Soerens – Z 

 Elder Cel Schrotenboer, Deacon Andrew Feikema 

Council Teams 

Shepherding Team: Carol Bengry, Andrew 

Feikema, Greg Marcus, Angela Orcutt, *Cel 

Schrotenboer, Wayne Tobak, Heiko Veldman, 

Nathan Zwagerman, Pastor Nick 
 

Administrative Team: Matt De Kam,  

 Dianne De Penning, Elmer Jelgerhuis,  

 Jake Kamp, Nathaniel Zylstra  
 

Youth Ministries Team: *Pastor Eli, Zach Staudt, 

Deb Attema, Kim Attema, Tim Zwiers 

* indicates chairperson 

2019-20 Calvary Council 

Honduras Prayer Items 

Here are some specific ways we can lift up our 

brothers and sisters in El Guanacaste in prayer: 

 

• Praise that the rains have returned after a difficult 

dry season with water shortages experienced by 

many Hondurans. Pray that the rains may come 

without destruction from flooding. 

• Praise for the months of September and October 

when there are several clusters of national 

holidays in which Hondurans celebrate their 

heritage with parades, traditional dancing, and 

students learn about their beautiful country. 

• Pray for job opportunities for the people of El 

Guanacaste. 

• Pray that the community can make and realize 

plans for a walking bridge to cross the river.  

 

Help Wanted! 
 

Facilities worker needed.  

Evenings and some weekends  

Potential for 20 hours a week.  

If you are interested contact Jake at  

jake.kamp.calvarycrc@gmail.com  
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Anchor Kickoff at the Calvary Fall Fest  

In addition to the church-wide event with activities for 

all ages (kids, adults, seniors), the Anchor Squad kicked 

off our year with volleyball, Kubb, and bean bag toss 

up on the "grassy knoll" of Calvary. The Squad also 

enjoyed basketball in the parking lot thanks to Agamin's 

new hoops and their permission for us to play on them.  

We thank God for all the familiar faces and new 

faces that were able to join us at the Fall Fest and the 

other two Anchor meetings we've had so far this year. It's 

awesome to see Calvary teens inviting their friends to 

Anchor. We are happy to see teens and tweens from other 

churches and the opportunity to minister to kids not 

connected with a church. Our hope is that we strengthen 

our relationship with God and with each other. 

Thanks to the Anchor Team who have committed to 

help out this year: Tim Schmidt, Darin Beckering, Nate 

Hall, Steve Abbring, and Hannah Groenendyk.  
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Segways with Our Friends from Erik's Retreat  

The Anchor Squad enjoyed whizzing around the 

Calvary gym on Segways from Erik's Retreat Center here 

in Edina. The three wonderful people in the first row all 

the way to the left are Kristi, Matt, and Matthew from 

Erik's Retreat. Kristi is a new staff member and Matt and 

Matthew are both residents at Erik's. The center provides 

wholistic care for people on the autism spectrum, giving 

them a place to live, friends with similar conditions, work 

in the operating hotel, and job training for work outside 

of the center. Matt, who trained us on how to ride the 

Segways, also works as a custodian at Mall of America 

and loves working there because as he said, "You never 

know what's gonna happen at the Mall!" 

The Anchor Squad rotated through time on the 

Segways, eating pizza, and sharing their highs and lows 

from their past week in a small group, finishing with 

prayer. The only "almost accident" was Darin testing 

the speed of his Segway and almost wiping out. He spun 

around a few times and it wasn't graceful, but he didn't 

crash the Segway. 
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GEMS Operation Christmas Child 
The GEMS will be collecting items 

and we are inviting Calvary to join 

the GEMS girls and families by 

bringing in things for us to pack into 

shoeboxes, for Operation Christmas 

Child.  You can bring items to Calvary 

starting Sunday, October 13, through 

Sunday, November 17 and place them 

in the wrapped box in the narthex. 

GEMS will pack shoe boxes on 

Wednesday, November 20.   

In Operation Christmas Child, 

volunteers pack shoeboxes to bless 

children. Pastors around the world 

host shoebox distributions in places 

where people may not know Christ 

and invite them to follow Him. Other 

churches use the boxes as resources 

for outreach in orphanages and other 

at-risk areas. In many places, they 

also offer The Greatest Gift, a Gospel 

story booklet Samaritan’s Purse 

developed for shoebox recipients, 

which tells the story of Jesus 

Boxes are packed for boys or girls 

according to age levels (2-4 years, 5-9 

years and 10-14 years).  

Here are some ideas of things that 

you could give:  

• stuffed animals, a small musical 

instrument (harmonica, recorder), 

an outfit of clothing, a soccer ball 

with a manual air pump so the ball 

can be re-inflated, a doll (consider 

including accessories such as doll 

clothes or a small doll bed), car, 

truck 

• comb, hairbrush, toothbrush, wash-

cloth, bar soap (packaged or in a 

container), Band-Aids, reusable 

plastic containers (cup, water bottle, 

place, bowl, blunt utensils), 

blanket, non-liquid lip balm, 

flashlight (solar-powered or hand 

crank; if battery operated, include 

extra batteries), compact mirror, nail 

clipper and file, stick deodorant 

• pencils, small manual pencil 

sharpener, colored pencils, 

pencil case, pens, crayons, 

markers, notebooks, blank index 

cards, solar-powered calculator, 

scissors, ruler, protractor, glue 

stick (no liquid glue), tape,  

• shirts and pants, underwear, 

shoes, socks, flip-flops, hat/

scarf/mittens, watch, sunglasses, 

tote bag/purse, bead jewelry/

bead kit, hair accessories  

• puzzles, binoculars, compass, 

chalkboard and chalk, sewing kit/

fabric (1-2 yards) and ribbon, 

gardening kit with gloves and a 

trowel (no seeds),  

• playing cards, jump rope, foam 

ball, yo-yo, small Frisbee, small 

kite, marbles 

Because of shipping regulations 

there are certain items that are not 

able to be shipped. Please do not 

donate candy, toothpaste, gum, 

used or damaged items, war-

related items such as toy guns, 

knives, or military figures, chocolate 

or food, seeds, fruit rolls or other 

fruit snacks, drink mixes 

(powdered or liquid), liquids or 

lotions, medications or vitamins, 

breakable items such as snow 

globes or glass containers, aerosol 

cans. 

No time to shop? Consider donating 

$9 per box for shipping.  

Thank you for partnering with our 

GEMS girls to bless others. Questions? 

Reach out to Sarah Zwagerman or 

any GEMS counselor.   

Many Blessings  

The GEMS Counselors 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/eternal-impact/


Notes of Thanks 
 

Dear Calvary 

Our kindergarteners cannot thank 

you enough for all of the wonderful 

blankets for quiet time. So many of 

our little scholars don’t have an 

extra blanket to leave at school—or 

forget theirs at home often— and it’s 

so relieving to offer them one to keep 

at school, especially handmade warm 

and beautiful ones. This was such a 

generous act of hospitality and care 

for our little ones, and we are so 

deeply grateful.  

Warmly, 

Ms Schneider & Ms Bronk 

 

Thank you, Calvary, for your generous 
response to our e-mail pleas for the 
VEAP Back to School Drive! Your 
generosity will help insure that over 
3500 children of our low-income 
neighbors have what they need when 
school begins in a few weeks. 
 

Backpacks:  71 of 50 
Spiral Notebooks:  298 of 250 
Washable Markers:  80 of 100 
Crayons:  170 of 100 
Glue Sticks:  159 of 100 
Scissors:  141 of 100 
 

In addition to donating supplies, $525 
was also contributed so VEAP can 
purchase flash drives, calculators, and 
other supplies older students need to 
succeed. Thank you!! 

Tricia Beckering and Linda Ribbens,  
Calvary's VEAP representatives. 
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Staying in Touch 
Aaron, Sarah & Oliver O'Donnell 
 

The following are the literary 

descriptions for the Wednesday 

evening Bible study called Women in 

the Word. They meet on the second 

and fourth Wednesdays of the month 

from 6:30-8:00 pm. 
 

When God Doesn’t Fix It; 

September 9—December 11 

Is it possible that good things can 

come out of our broken dreams? 

Worship leader and recording artist 

Laura Story’s life took an unexpected 

turn when her husband, Martin, was 

diagnosed with a brain tumor. Their 

lives would never be the same. Yes, 

with God all things are possible. But 

the devastating news was that no 

cure existed to restore Martin’s short

-term memory, eyesight, and other 

complications. The fairy-tale life 

Laura had dreamed of was no longer 

possible. And yet in struggling with 

God about how to live with broken 

dreams, Laura has found joy and a 

deeper intimacy with Jesus.  

Laura helps us understand we 

aren’t the only ones whose lives 

have taken unexpected turns. She 

examines the brokenness of some of 

the heroes of our faith, and shows 

how despite their flaws and flawed 

stories, God was able to use them in 

extraordinary ways. And it was not 

because of their faith, but because of 

the faithfulness of their God. God 

may not fix everything. In fact, 

although your situation might not ever 

change or get better, with Jesus you can. 
 

I Give Up 

January 8—March 25 

Most of us long to be in control—

of our schedule, our relationships, 

and our future. 

Newlywed Laura Story thought 

she had control over the great life 

ahead of her. After all, she followed 

Jesus and had a promising new job as 

a worship leader. Why would God 

not want to fulfill her dreams? 

But when Laura and her husband, 

Martin, faced a brain tumor, infertility, 

and a son’s birth defect, she realized 

she’d been looking for a happiness 

that comes from circumstances, 

rather than a deeper joy that comes 

from God. Again and again, Laura 

had to surrender her vision for her life 

so she could embrace God’s vision. 

And again and again she learned that 

even in the midst of shattered dreams, 

God’s plan brought greater joy than 

she could have imagined. 

As Laura writes, she no longer 

wants to be in control of her life. She 

wants to be rooted in the God 

who is in control. I Give Up will help 

you discover a deeper life of worship, 

a fuller life of joy, and a freer life of 

true surrender as you open your 

hands to God.  And give up. 

But I don’t want to surrender! 

Have you ever felt those words 

bubbling up so deep inside you want 

to shout? It’s normal. It’s natural. It’s 

human to want to be in control. But 

when your need for peace surpasses 

your desire for control, God–who 

truly uses all things for our good–

demonstrates how much we can trust 

him. The very act of completely 

surrendering our will to his can 

become the one act that will change 

your life forever. In this five-session 

video Bible study, recording artist 

and bestselling author Laura Story 

demonstrates the ironic joy found 

when we surrender it all to God 

and simply give up. Surrendering 

expectations and power is not a 

step-by-step process but a willful, 

daily decision worth every single 

ounce of effort. Though surrender 

sometimes flies in the face of our 

instincts, hopes, and dreams, it’s 

never without benefit. A surrendered 

life includes the surprise of a truly 

full and satisfying existence where 

trust is reasonable, reconciliation is 

possible, and relationships can heal. 

Women in the Word Bible Study 
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October Birthdays 

October 1 Erica Liddle 

October 2  Lauren Hedman 

October 3  Cindy TeBrake 

October 6  Craig Downey, Fern Kobes, Phyllis Nibbelink 

October 7 Lisa De Kam 

October 8 Stan DeVries 

October 10  Elmer Jelgerhuis, Jonathan Posthuma, Tim Ribbens, Casey Soerens 

October 12  Mark Zwiers 

October 13  Theo Schmidt 

October 17  Harris Hubers, Kathy Workman 

October 18 Matt De Kam (Mateo), WinAnn Schumi, Joy Vliem 

October 19 Andrew Beekman, Gerb Korthuis 

October 20  Steve Abbring 

October 21  Axel Moser 

October 22 John DeVries, Randy Hedman 

October 23 Carole Korthuis 

October 24 Max Rindels 

October 26 Jason Byers, Madelyn Van Beek 

October 31 Clarence Ledeboer, Linda Marcus, Cheryl Vis 

God bless you on 

your birthday 

and in the year 

to come! 

Calvary Christian Reformed Church 

5300 France Avenue South 

Edina, Minnesota  55410-2020 


