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August 20, Calvary church hosted 

a lunch for the staff members of 

Agamim (Agamim is the Hebrew 

word for “lakes”) Public Charter 

Academy (A), Berry Patch Preschool 

(B), and Calvary (C) in The Refuge. 

Thirty-two staffers from Agamim, 

twelve from Berry Patch, four from 

Calvary plus  four members of the 

Calvary Hospitality Team spent the 

lunch hour together to meet each other, 

learn about each other and open lines 

of communication. 

This lunch gave Calvary Staff and 

Hospitality Team the opportunity to 

do many things. First, it gave us the 

opportunity to warmly welcome 

Agamim to the building and to 

welcome Berry Patch back to the 

building (they have been our tenants 

for sixteen years). Our goal was to 

communicate to their staff members 

that we value their presence in the 

building beyond the revenue they 

create for our church. We value what 

they do in the community, the ways 

that they serve the people of this 

city, and the common good of society 

to which they contribute. To be 

sure, our building will be busier and 

louder than it has recently! However, 

this busyness and chaos brings 

life to our building, great services to 

our community, and ensures that we 

are being good stewards of the 

building that God has given us.   

Second, all three institutions had 

the opportunity to meet/see each 

other. The three staff groups will 

randomly see each other throughout 

the day in different parts of the 

building. We wanted everyone to 

have some sense of who belonged 

to which institution; we invited 

everyone to greet each other when we 

see each other and to enjoy sharing 

the space together. 

The final thing we did was learn 

about each other. I invited Miranda 

Morton (Executive Director of 

Agamim), Molly Dykstra (Executive 

Director of The Berry Patch) and 

Pastor Eli to share a little bit about 

their school/church so that everyone 

had a chance to learn about each 

group. It is one thing to share a 

building well with other groups; it’s 

another thing to know and to value 

the mission/purpose of those other 

groups. My hope was that everyone 

would know and value what the other 

groups are doing at 5300 France Ave.  

Pastor Eli shared many great things 

about Calvary: our mission, core 

values, our history, a bit about what 

we do, our programs and even invited 

them all to attend the Fall Fest. 

All of this was done to help 

Calvary Church continue to make the 

transition from seeing our tenants 

merely as sources of revenue to seeing 

them as neighbors we are called to 

love and with whom we are to share 

the good news of Jesus in word and 

deed. 

May God bless us with the gift of 

hospitality and opportunities to love 

and to minister to our new neighbors!  

Pastor Nick 

ABC Lunch 
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Church Information 
Phone:  (952) 831-6264 
Fax:      (952) 831-5120 
Website:  www.calvarytwincities.org  
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am  

 

Pastor:  
• Lead Pastor 
 Nick Van Beek 
 pastornick@calvarycrc.net 
 952-831-6264   
• Pastor of Discipleship 
 Eli Groenendyk 
 pastor.eli.calvary@gmail.com  
 952-831-6264 

August Worship Service Schedule 
September 1 

Service led Pastor Nick Van Beek 

Ephesians 1:11-21 

Offering: Ministry Fund 
 

September 8 

Service led Pastor Nick Van Beek 

Exodus 20:3-5; Ezekiel 14:1-5 

Offering: World Renew 
 

September 15 

Service led Pastor Nick Van Beek 

Genesis 12: 1-4 

Offering: Avail Academy 
 

September 22 

Service led Pastor Nick Van Beek 

Genesis 29:16-20 

Offering: Pease Growing Project 
 

September 29 

Service led Pastor Nick Van Beek 

Luke 19:1-10 

Offering: Ministry Fund 
October Heartbeat submission  

deadline: September 22 

 

Offering Totals 

Ministries Fund  

July '19:  $78.201.44  

August '19: $28,493.99 
 

Other July Calvary Offerings:  

World Renew: $1,286.50 

Avail Academy: $736.00 

VEAP: $1,573.00 

mailto:pastor.eli.calvary@gmail.com
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Deacons: 

Carol Bengry 

Andrew Feikema 

Angela Orcutt 

Zach Staudt 

Nathan Zwagerman 

Tim Zwiers 

Nathaniel Zylstra 

Elders: 

Len Attema 

Matt De Kam 

Randy Hedman 

Greg Marcus 

Cel Schrotenboer 

Wayne Tobak 

Heiko Veldman 

Officers 

Council Chair:  Len Attema 

Council Vice-chair:  Matt De Kam 

Council Clerk:  Andrew Feikema 

Consistory Clerk: Greg Marcus 

Consistory Vice-chair: Heiko Veldman 

Deacon of Chair:  Tim Zwiers 

Deacon Vice-Chair: Angela Orcutt 

Treasurer:  Nathaniel Zylstra 

Membership Clerk: Randy Hedman 

Shepherding Districts 

District 1: A – Feikema 

  Elder Wayne Tobak, Deacon Angela Orcutt 

District 2: Groen - Liddle 

  Elder Greg Marcus, Deacon Nathan Zwagerman 

District 3: Marcus - Schumi 

   Elder Heiko Veldman, Deacon Carol Bengry 

District 4: Soerens – Z 

 Elder Cel Schrotenboer, Deacon Andrew Feikema 

Council Teams 

Shepherding Team: Carol Bengry, Andrew 

Feikema, Greg Marcus, Angela Orcutt, *Cel 

Schrotenboer, Wayne Tobak, Heiko Veldman, 

Nathan Zwagerman, Pastor Nick 
 

Administrative Team: Matt De Kam,  

 Dianne De Penning, Elmer Jelgerhuis,  

 Jake Kamp, Nathaniel Zylstra  
 

Youth Ministries Team: *Pastor Eli, Zach Staudt, 

Deb Attema, Kim Attema, Tim Zwiers 

* indicates chairperson 

2019-20 Calvary Council 

Coffee Break 

Come and join us for Coffee Break! The Calvary 

neighborhood Bible study for women of all ages will kick off 

on Wednesday, September 11, in the Refuge, from 9:30-11:00 

am and meet every other Wednesday. The study will be the 

book of Genesis. Free childcare is available. All women are 

welcome! Please contact Joy Vliem with questions and to 

R.S.V.P. 

Another Coffee Break opportunity is Tuesday mornings from 

9:30—11:00 beginning September 17. The Tuesday morning 

Coffee Break meets at Vista Lutheran Church (formerly 

Wooddale Lutheran) at 4003 Wooddale Ave S, St Louis 

Park. The study will be the book of Ephesians. There is no 

childcare at the Vista Lutheran location. 

 

“The only way to free ourselves 
from the destructive influence of 
counterfeit gods is to turn back 
to the true one, the living 
God...he’s the only one who, if 
you find him, can truly fulfill 
you, and if you fail him, can 
truly forgive you.” 

Timothy Keller 
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Questions! Contact Pastor Eli 

Pastor.eli.calvary@gmail.com 

Or visit our website 

www.calvarytwincities.org 

Come learn, discuss, eat and play at Anchor 
Sundays 5:00– 7:00 pm 

Grades 6-12 

Schedule 2019-2020 
9/7  Calvary Fall Fest\ 

9/15  Anchor 

9/22  Eric’s Retreat 

9/29  Anchor 

10/5  Caring Hands 

10/13  Anchor 

10/27  Anchor 

11/3  Anchor 

11/10  Bibles for Missions 

11/24  Generations Night 

12/14  Salvation Army Bells 

12/15  Christmas Party 

1/2  HS Movie Marathon 

1/3  MS Movie Marathon 

1/12  Gameday 

1/19  Anchor 

1/26  Covenant Village 

2/9  Anchor 

2/16  Anchor 

2/23  Local Serve 

3/6-3/7  Lock In 

3/15  Anchor 

4/5  Anchor 

4/19  Anchor 

4/26  Anchor 

5/3  VEAP Drive 

5/10  Anchor Party 
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Pre-K Year 1  

Gospel Project for Pre-K 

Sue Covell and Deb Attema 
 

Pre-K Year 2 & K 

Gospel Project for K 

Kim Attema and Heather Mellema 
 

Grades 1—3  

Gospel Project for Younger Kids 

Jake Kamp 

 

Grades 4—5  

Year of Kings 

Dave Terpstra 

Grades 6—8  

Gospel Project 

Nathaniel Zylstra & Andrew Feikema 
 

Grades 9—12  

Young and Reformed 

Pastor Eli, Steve Abbring,  

Matt De Kam, Jack Brouwer 

 

Adults 

The Broken Way 

Jason Byers 

Sunday School 
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The photograph of hands together, 

which is hanging above the fireplace 

(seen below) in the Commons, was 

taken by Camryn Rettig on our last 

evening in the community of El 

Guanacaste - during the farewell 

celebration for the group from 

Calvary church. The community 

hosted a wonderful celebration of our 

time together and of our future 

partnership. This photograph reminds 

us of our relationship as brothers and 

sisters in the Lord. 

The colorful baskets hanging beside 

the fireplace came from the town of 

Valle de Angeles (Valley of Angels) 

outside of Tegucigalpa. These 

handmade baskets have many uses in 

Honduran homes. The town is a 

popular place to find wonderful arts 

and crafts from all over Honduras. 

Several Calvary members have 

become prayer partners with families 

in Guanacaste. We hope to connect as 

many families as possible in this 

ministry of prayer. A brief note, 

from prayer partners, which can 

be translated into Spanish by Mateo 

and Katie, will be most welcome by 

the families in Guanacaste. The 

exchange of notes may be slow, but is 

a wonderful way to connect. If you 

are interested or have any questions, 

please contact Steve Abbring, Mateo 

De Kam or Linda Marcus. 

Also, we praise the Lord for the 

offering taken at VBS to help provide 

a roof for the house of Carlos, 

Carolina and Edwin (pictured) and 

their mother, residents of Guanacaste. 

If you are interested in learning more 

about this story please contact the 

Calvary members named above. 

We thank you for your continued 

prayers for the community of El 

Guanacaste, Honduras. 

Linda Marcus 

Honduras  



Notes of Thanks 
 

A sincere thank you for all the prayers, cards and well wishes 

after my recent surgery.  Your care and support are greatly ap-

preciated.  We give thanks to God for His faithfulness through-

out the surgery and for an uncomplicated recovery.   

Ed Schrotenboer   
 

Dear Calvary Church friends,   

I have heard from some of you and about how you as a church 

body have been praying for Rachel and me as we walk the cancer 

journey. Hearing this means so much to us. Thank you! It says so 

much about you as a church—that you are a loving, praying peo-

ple. This is not a journey I would have chosen. But I can testify 

there have been many blessings on it. Words of encouragement, 

hugs, cards and commitment to prayer. We have found each of 

these acts life-giving--with healing power. We have felt God's 

goodness in tangible ways through the love, care and prayers of 

an army of God's people. Thank you for being part of the army.  

After completing a series of 15 radiation therapy sessions on 

the tumor on my spine, I am now enjoying a three-week recovery 

period. On September 29 and 30, I received the first round of 

chemotherapy, with this series of therapy continuing in four-

week intervals through the end of the year. Additional, less fre-

quent sessions will continue into 2020. We covet your prayers 

with us that this therapy will be impactful in beating back the 

cancer activity identified in other areas of my torso and pelvic 

areas. Give thanks to God with us that this type of cancer is very 

treatable and generally responds well to radiation and chemo 

therapies. Pray for continued health as we travel this journey. 

Pray with us that in and through all things, God will be glorified, 

no matter the course or the outcome. 

Blessings!  

Randy Kroll 

 

I want to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, food, and rides 

while I have been laid up. Prayers are still needed as I found out 

that when I fell I also tore my rotator cuff. I will continues thera-

py and taking more time to heal. 
Vonnie. Vanden Berg 

 

Thank you for prayers, cards and visits. Howard continues his 

stay in the V.A. Hospital. Please continue to pray for wisdom in 

making future decisions. 

Howard and Vicky Hall  
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Fall Fest 

Save the Date! Dust off those driving 

gloves and wash and wax your race 

car because we are headed to the 

Crazy Races. Our annual Fall Fest is 

Saturday, September 7, from 4:00 to 

7:00 pm. 

Staying in Touch 
Ally Terpstra 
 

Bibles for Missions— 

Thrift Store Blessings 
Donations have been more than abundant all 

spring and summer. Sales have risen and most days 

are totaling over $3,000. Sometimes we are thrilled 

to see $4,000 and occasionally $5,000!  

The mission work in Eastern Europe is reaping a 

harvest. Many new believers are heading to small 

villages to share the Good News of Jesus. 

Volunteers are our last blessing and we need to 

add more to the list. More help is needed any day 

but especially on Thursday (10:00—8:00), Friday 

(10:00 to 5:00) and Saturday (10:00 to 3:00). Any 

two to three hour shift is appreciated, even once a 

month. It was great to have two groups from our 

Middle School Youth on August 11! 

The Calvary volunteers would be happy to talk 

with you about volunteering.  

John & Marilyn DeVries, 

Harris Hubers, Janette Kamp,  

Clarence & Janet Ledeboer, 

John & Marcia Pulscher 
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September Birthdays 

September 1 Noah Vliem 

September 4  Phil Hop, Ed Schrotenboer 

September 6   Keegan Mellema, Madeline Schmidt, Noelle Zwiers 

September 7  Katie De Kam 

September 9 Deb Zabel 

September 10   Sam De Penning, Mike Miedema 

September 13   Brynlee Vis 

September 14   Cheryl Rettig 

September 18   Gerrit Hedman, Hazel Staudt 

September 19   Greg Marcus 

September 22  Brad Zwagerman 

September 26 Heather Mellema 

September 28   Karen Groen 

God bless you on 

your birthday 

and in the year 

to come! 

Calvary Christian Reformed Church 

5300 France Avenue South 

Edina, Minnesota  55410-2020 


