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CALVARY “FAR” MINISTRY
In this edition of The Proclaimer, 
there is an article written by our 
new missionaries in Uganda, 
Anthony and Sara Sytsma. 
Please read this article and 
hear about the great kingdom 
work that God is doing through 
them there! A big thank you to 
the Calvary diaconate for their 
diligence and hard work in 
vetting and committing to these 
new missionaries. We will begin 
financial support for them in our 
next fiscal year.

Calvary’s commitment to these 
new missionaries is exciting to me 
not only because of the work the 
Sytsmas are doing but because 
of what this commitment means 
for our mission: to proclaim the 
good news of Jesus in word and 
deed here, near, and far. Clearly, 
the support of missionaries on 
the other side of the world is 
a way to better fulfill the “far” 
aspect of our mission. 

But what excites me even more 
is how our commitment to 
the Sytsmas coupled with our 

commitment to El Guanacaste in 
Honduras fulfills the “word and 
deed” aspect of our mission. 

The inclusion of “word and 
deed” ministry in our mission is 
very intentional. We believe that 
the proclamation of the gospel 
(“word” ministry) must be done 
in tandem with acts of love, 
justice, and restoration (“deed” 
ministry). Deed ministry gives 
credence and experience to 
word ministry and are best done 
together. 

We are partnering with the 
Sytsmas through Resonate, which 
is our denomination’s global 
missions agency. Anthony’s 
ministry is to teach and train 
pastors for “word” ministry in 
Uganda. We are partnering with

...continued on page 2



7

Our church celebrated two Sundays when we 
welcomed a young couple as new members 
and baptized their child. We celebrated God’s 
faithfulness as a “two for one” meaning it 
was a new member Sunday and a baptism 
Sunday on the same day! On January 30, 
we welcomed Greg and Alisha Stewart and 
Pastor Nick baptized their baby boy Daniel. 
On February 13, we welcomed Matt and Mia 
DeJong and I baptized their baby boy Arie.

We thank the Lord for drawing these two 
wonderful young families into our covenant 
community. They are a blessing to our church 
and they have communicated that our church 
is a blessing to them. Calvary Christian 
Reformed Church is growing and we pray the 
Holy Spirit will add more to our number so we 
can live out the Great Commission of making 
disciples of all peoples. To help us continue 
to build relationships with our new members, 
here are some details they shared with our 
church.

Greg, Alisha, and Daniel Stewart
Alisha grew up in a “challenging” single mom 
household. There was a lot of tough stuff in 
her childhood but her mom and grandparents 
were strong faith examples. She developed 
a deep relationship with Christ early on and 
he has demonstrated incredible faithfulness 
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El Guanancaste through World Renew, which is our 
denomination’s international relief and community 
development agency. Much of our work there has 
been “deed” ministry in the form of relief efforts 
and community transformation. The Sytsmas work is 
primarily about “word” ministry and our work in El 
Guanacaste is primarily about “deed” ministry. 

However, both relationships include a “word and 
deed” partnership with each other. Through our 
presence and deed ministry in El Guanacaste, 
we have the opportunity to proclaim the gospel 
message when we are there and through the local 
Christian Reformed Church in that community. Sara 
Sytsma actively works to connect the Christian faith 
with daily life through agriculture, creation care, 
nutrition, and cooking education. Thus, both “Far” 
ministries help us fulfill our commitment to “word 
and deed” ministry.

Our hope and prayer as leaders is that we can build 
a partnership and relationship with the Sytsmas much 
like the relationship we have with El Guanacaste. 
In the past, many churches had the mentality of 
supporting as many missionaries in as many parts of 
the world as possible. While this idea is admirable, it 
usually means a small amount of relational/financial 
support to each. One of the hopes in supporting one 
missionary family and one global community is that 
we build a strong relationship/partnership with them 
and support them in more meaningful ways.

We already have a strong relationship with El 
Guancaste on which we will continue to build. I 
invite you now to build a strong relationship with the 
Sytsmas. Please subscribe to their email list, read their 
blog, friend them on Facebook (Anthony posts a lot 
of interesting articles and links), write them notes of 
encouragement, wish them a happy birthday, include 
them in your Christmas Card e-distribution, etc. 

Partnerships in the gospel can be life-giving and 
empowering in many ways. May we continue to be a 
community that has strong partnerships in the gospel!

By Pastor Nick Van Beek    
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through so much. Even though she grew 
up in the church, when she was 13 she went 
on a mission trip to Mexico where she first 
experienced Christ in a real way. During college 
at Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, 
IL, her faith was challenged by what she saw 
around her but she was blessed with a Christian 
roommate and they navigated those challenges 
together. Also during this time she joined the 
Air Force and somehow fit in five deployments 
to the middle east.

My (Greg’s) parents, grandparents, aunts/
uncles have all been Christians as long as I can 
remember. All have been great examples of 
faith my entire life. I would say my faith became 
personal when I was in middle school, we 
had a great youth program at the time and I 
completed our church’s discipleship class. My 
college years were probably the most influential 
in growing, challenging, and deepening my 
relationship with Christ. The school emphasizes 
“critical engagement in the contemporary 
world” and this has stuck with me. An ongoing 
question for me is: How do I love Jesus and also 
engage with a broken world? I believe we are 
called not to hide away from the world but dig 
in and make an impact. After school I joined the 
Air Force and that’s when the real world hit me, 
the Christian bubble I was living in was gone 
and now it was up to me, this is when I really 
learned to own my faith.

Alisha and I met in 2011 at McChord Air Force 
Base in Washington. We learned early on that 
faith was central to both our lives and was a 

non-negotiable for a relationship/marriage. We 
dated for about six months and the day Alisha met 
my parents we booked the church to get married! 
Shortly after that, I got orders and was going to 
Korea, so we moved everything up, planned a 
wedding in six weeks, got married on New Year’s 
Eve 2011, and moved to Korea in Feb 2012 for 
two years. These first two years were tough but 
also amazing for Alisha and I to be on our own, 
separated from our families to figure out what our 
life together would look like. It was up to us to 
figure out how to live in Korea and we grew a lot 
as a result.  During our next eight years of moves, 
deployments, schools, houses, etc. we continued to 
be challenged by life but our relationship and faith 
has remained strong. Over the years we have been 
involved with Younglife Military, Mission Aviation 
Fellowship, World Vision, and support a couple 
missionaries. We aren’t exactly sure what the future 
holds but the dream is to run our own business/
ministry and be able to work together day-to-day.

We both accept and continue to choose to make 
Jesus Christ the savior 
and director of our 
lives, marriage, and 
family. We are both 
sinful, broken people 
but know we are 
saved once and for 
all by Christ’s sacrifice 
and grace for us. We 
manage God’s money 
for our sustainment 
and enjoyment but ultimately for His glory, impact, 
and purposes. We are committed to raising Daniel 
to develop a deep and lasting relationship with 
Jesus. 

We firmly believe a strong faith community is 
essential for growth, joy, accountability and we want 
to contribute to serving others in that community. 
We understand that our world is broken but early on 
we committed to engage with our world and under 
God’s direction, advance His kingdom.

...continued on page 4
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SPHERE 
SOVEREIGNTY
Interview with 
Paul Vliem

Where do you work? 
I work as the Development Director at 
Urban Homeworks in North Minneapolis, 
where our mission is to perpetuate the 
hope of Jesus Christ through innovative 
community development. We accomplish 
that mission through neighborhood outreach 
and community organizing, acquiring 
and managing affordable, dignified 
apartments, and developing homeownership 
opportunities as a means toward stability and 
building generational wealth. 

What are your roles and responsibilities?
As Development Director, I lead a team of four 
developing the relationships and resources 
necessary to accomplish our mission. In other 
words, I’m a fundraiser. At its core, fundraising 
is about building relationships with people 
around shared goals, learning what people 
care about and what they are called to do 
with the resources God has given them. 
It is an incredible job where I get to create 
opportunities for people to invest in their 
values and share the incredible difference 
generous giving makes in their hearts and in 
communities.

What are you currently working on that 
you are excited about?
So many things! First, in response to the 
violence of the last year, Urban Homeworks 
is leading a collaboration of local nonprofit 
partners to bring our resources together to 
ensure our communities are safe. We have 
committed significant resources to this work, 
recognizing that community development 

NEAR

4

Eli Groenendyk
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... Update continued from page 3

Matt, Mia, and Arie DeJong
Matt, Mia, Arie, and their dog, Rosie, live just a few 
blocks away on Xerxes Avenue. They are both Dordt 
graduates, and spent five years living in St Louis in 
between getting married after college and moving up 
to Minnesota. Mia works for Gateway Music Festivals 
and Tours, where she helps plan international trips for 
music groups. Matt is in his third year teaching math 
at Southwest Christian High School.

Matt has already been using his gifts for Calvary 
by playing acoustic guitar for our praise team.  
Mia is a gifted vocalist who has already sung a solo 
with the choir and will be singing with our praise 
team. Calvary is so grateful they use their musical 
abilities to lead our church in worshiping the one 
true God!

One of the main reasons they are choosing to call 
Calvary “home” is because of the relationships 
they’ve formed with other couples and their families. 
It’s been encouraging to have friends at church who 
are also raising a child for the first time or who are 
able to help encourage them in that process. Another 
draw to the church was the proximity to where they 
live. They wanted a church that is in their local 
community, so they could see their church at work in 
their neighborhood and join in that work.



requires community safety, and are doing everything 
we can to keep the residents in our communities safe.

Second, Urban Homeworks is doubling down on 
our work to close the racial homeownership gap 
in the Twin Cities. The Twin Cities has the largest 
disparity in homeownership rates between white 
and black homeowners: 70% for whites while only 
21% for blacks. That’s not just the largest disparity 
in Minnesota - it’s the largest in the entire country. 
In efforts to reduce this gap, Urban Homeworks is 
using generous gifts from donors to create a down 
payment assistance fund that specifically invests in 
first-generation, first-time homebuyers from black, 
indigenous, and communities of color.

Third, I am excited to be working on a funding 
campaign that is meant to inspire the conversation 
on using our assets (in addition to our tithe) to serve 
God and others. Through this campaign, we invite 
donors to set aside a portion of assets to be used 
as interest-free loans for Urban Homeworks. Urban 
Homeworks uses this financing to acquire and rehab 
even more homes and apartment buildings, creating 
stable homes and stable communities in a housing 
market that currently is creating neither.

What in your job reveals God’s sphere 
sovereignty?
It is clear throughout the scriptures God’s deep 
concern for those living in poverty. There are over 
2,000 verses throughout the Bible concerning justice 
and poverty! My job is often to help people see how 
they can live out God’s concern right here in the Twin 
Cities. There are 500,000 people in the U.S. who are 
living in their cars or on the streets every night for 
want of a home. There are 100,000 households in 
the Twin Cities alone who are paying over 50 percent 
of their income for the cheapest apartment they can 
find. These families are only an injury, car repair, or 
sick family member away also becoming homeless. 
In my daily conversations, I get to encourage people 
in how their personal actions care for the poor, and 
also how the systems we’ve set up do the same. How 
does capitalism support or oppress the poor? How 
do policies - past and present - impact the lives of 
the poor? When we vote, how are we advocating for 

those with the greatest needs? When God speaks 
about justice and poverty, I believe he is asking these 
questions, and it is a blessing to daily explore how we 
can live out the answers.

How do you see God at work in your job?
One of my favorite parts of working in community 
development and fundraising is that at their very 
core both are about creating right relationships. 
One of my favorite books is Until Justice and Peace 
Embrace, where Nicholas Wolterstorff lays out a 
beautiful picture of God’s shalom as experiencing 
peace and delight in all of our relationships: with 
God, with self, with community, and with creation. I 
am blessed to work in a space where God is building 
right relationships in each one of these spaces. He is 
drawing others to him as Urban Homeworks residents 
and neighbors are exposed to the hope of Jesus 
Christ as shared through our work. He is empowering 
neighbors to see themselves as beautiful image-
bearers, and guiding donors in the wisdom that 
they are called to be ministers, not messiahs. He 
is building strong communities that listen to each 
other and work for each others’ benefit. And he is 
also working in the hearts of donors to be in right 
relation with creation - the resources and assets he 
has given them to serve Him and serve others.

Are your co-workers Christians? Have you had 
opportunities to talk to them about what they 
believe? Have you been able to share your faith 
in Christ with them? 
Some of my coworkers are Christians, and yet many 
are not. Yet with a mission to “perpetuate the hope 
of Jesus Christ through innovative community 
development”, all of us are grappling with how we live 
out Jesus’ teachings and ministry through our work 
every day. It is an environment where faith and religion 
are regularly discussed, examined, challenged, and 
grown. Such a community allows me the opportunity 
to celebrate and encourage fellow Christians in our 
shared desire to faithfully live out God’s calling for 
shalom, and to share a table with non-Christian 
colleagues, donors, and residents who get to see 
Christ living in me in authentic and sacrificial love for 
my neighbor.				         By Paul Vliem



LEADING THE MISSION
Meet the Sytsma’s

Greetings from Soroti, Uganda! We are Sara and Anthony 
Sytsma from Resonate Global Mission. Both of us grew up 
in Michigan, but we have also lived in Minnesota and Texas. 
Anthony is ordained in the CRC and was the pastor of Emden 
CRC in Renville, MN for a couple years, while Sara taught 
science at Central Minnesota Christian School in Prinsburg.
We joined Resonate in 2020, but have lived in East Africa for 
a total of nine years, seven of which have been in Uganda. 
Here in Uganda, we work mainly in partnership with churches 
from the Pentecostal Assemblies of God Uganda (PAG) in 
the region around Soroti. Anthony coordinates Timothy 
Leadership Training (TLT), and helps teach and disciple 
pastors. He also teaches a curriculum he helped to write 
called “Helping Without Hurting in Africa” based on the book 
When Helping Hurts. Sara works mainly with rural churches 
and communities to connect their Christian faith to everyday 
life, particularly in the areas of agriculture, caring for creation, 
and nutrition. She also teaches skills like building clay ovens 
and baking, using local materials. 

We believe God has called us to long term ministry in East 
Africa in the areas of theological teaching and agricultural 
development. In our years of service in Uganda and in 
Kenya, God has used us to change the lives of many farmers 
and pastors and we learn so much from them as well. We 
long to see the good news of the gospel spread across the 
world so that more people will join in worshiping Jesus, the 
risen Savior. It gives us joy to be involved in this task through 
encouraging others in their relationship with God and by 
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HONDURAS Partnership

Calvary’s partnership with El Guanacaste, Honduras is just one 
part of the work taking place in the community. World Renew and 
its local partner, Diaconia Nacional, have been working with the 
community leadership board to develop a community plan based 
on Biblical values that includes goals the people hope to accomplish 
to help all members of their community flourish. Transformation 
of the community happens when people unite to work toward 
accomplishing these goals.

An important step on the path to community transformation is 
trauma healing. Many people suffer trauma from ongoing poverty, 
illness/loss of loved ones, and domestic or sexual abuse. When 
victims of trauma or abuse are unable to take steps toward healing, 
they may themselves perpetuate an ongoing cycle of abuse. 
Healing the harm caused by trauma supports community building 
and empowers members to help others. 

Recently, trauma healing workshops have been held in El Guanacaste. 
Community response has been good. A group of women and some 
men came together to study “Healing the Wounds of Trauma,” a 
curriculum from the American Bible Society that World Renew uses 
in their work elsewhere in Honduras and in many other countries. 
Participants were encouraged to address their own pain and share 
their stories – and they did. This first step in healing the wounds of 
the heart empowers them to mentor others around them, helping 
transform the community.

Please pray for Cesar and Miguel working with members on the 
community plan exploring agricultural projects that support food 
security in the community. Pray for Casiano and the members of the 
leadership board as they learn ways to diversify crops and growing 
practices. Pray for wisdom for Pastor Modesto as he leads the 
congregation of the Christian Reformed Church in El Guanacaste-
pray they will be unified and strengthened in their work. Pray that 

a group from Calvary 
church will have an 
opportunity to visit our 
brothers and sisters in 
El Guanacaste in good 
time.              

By Linda Marcus

FAR
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helping them to glorify God in 
all aspects of their lives. We are 
confident that God will continue 
to use us, his imperfect vessels, to 
accomplish a small portion of his 
Kingdom work through the power 
of the Holy Spirit in our lives and 
through the gifts he has given us.

Thank you for your willingness 
to join us in this ministry through 
your support! Churches like yours 
which provide financial and prayer 
support are a vital part of our work; 
we couldn’t do it without people 
like you.  We look forward to 
having a chance to meet you the 
next time we are in the US visiting 
churches; in 2023, God willing. In 
the meantime, if you would like 
to learn more about the work we 
are doing, you can visit our blog: 
https://anthsara.blogspot.com.  
Each time we add new posts, about 
every second or third week, we 
send an email out, often including 
some prayer requests. If you want 
to be on that email list, you can let 
us know: ssytsma@crcna.org and 
anthonysytsma@crcna.org.  



Mar 1	   Grace Schmidt,
	   Barb Zwagerman
Mar 2	   Marcia Pulscher,
	   Vonnie Vanden Berg
Mar 4	   Michelle Brouwer,
	   Marion Sandfort
Mar 7	   Blakely Groenendyk
Mar 9    Aleida VanderBrug 
Mar 10	  Sophia Marcus

Mar 10  Alisha Stewart
Mar 11  Tara Bosch, 
	   Julia Brouwer
Mar 13  Carroll Hop
Mar 16  Steve Bosch,
	   Sarah Hooyer  
Mar 18  Thelma Buss,
	   Alan Rindels
Mar 19  Evan Koelewyn 

Mar 22  Connor Van Hulzen
Mar 25  Joseph De Penning,
	   Janet Ledeboer
Mar 28  Jill Nieman
Mar 29  Ron Vis
Mar 30  Dianne De Penning,
	   Connie Spoelstra 
Mar 31  Elianna Van Hulzen

Apr 1	   Holland Kobes
Apr 2	   Daniel Beekman, 
	   Steve Hall
Apr 3	   Brian Liddle	
Apr 6	   James De Kam, 
	   Ivy VanderBrug
Apr 10	  Isaac Wu	
Apr 11  Zach Staudt,  
Apr 12	  Burt Boonstra

Apr 13  Eva Hedman,
	   Verla Maynard,
	   Andy Terpstra
Apr 15  Kim Attema,	Bob Buys,
	   Ethan Hoekman  
Apr 16	  Joe Schumi	
Apr 19  Hannah Groenendyk
	   Sarah O’Donnell,
	   Jon Van Hulzen

Apr 20	  Katherine Zylstra
Apr 21  Oliver O’Donnell
Apr 22	  Levi Abbring
Apr 23	  Kay Harkema,Shannon 	
	   Hoekman, Karen Meyer
Apr 24  Cheryl Boonstra
Apr 25	  Annika Veurink
Apr 28	  Nick Van Beek
Apr 29  Bridget VanderBrug

March Birthdays

April Birthdays
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1.	 Aaron is from Visalia, 
California.

2.	 Sarah is adopted from China 
and grew up in Batavia, 
Illinois.

3.	 Aaron has an identical twin 
brother.

4.	 Sarah is a graphic designer 

at a graphics and print shop 
in Northfield.

5.	 Aaron is a project engineer 
at RJM Construction in 
Golden Valley.

6.	 We both attended Dordt 
College.

7.	 We met at college through 

our work-study jobs. He was 
a part of the sound/tech 
team for chapel and Sarah 
ran the music slides.

8.	 Our first date was at the 
Omaha zoo.

9.	 Aaron proposed to Sarah in 
Chicago in 2018.

10.	We got married in June 2019 
in Northwest Iowa

11.	Our bucket list is to visit as 
many National Parks as we 
can.

12.	We like to bike and hike in 
our free time.

13.	Aaron’s hobbies are 
woodworking and working 
on cars. Sarah’s hobbies 
are painting, graphic art, 
and photography (almost 
anything art-related).

14.	Aaron is part of the sound 
team and Sarah teaches 
1st grade Sunday School at 
Calvary. 

15.	We just bought our first 
house in October 2021 in 
Apple Valley.

Community
Building
15 things you 
didn’t know about
Aaron and Sarah
Hooyer



Worship Service Schedule
March 6
Worship led by Pastor Nick 
Luke 4:14-21
Who Is Jesus? Man on a Mission
Offering: Ministry Fund

March 13
Worship led by Pastor Nick
Luke 5:27-32
Who Is Jesus? Friend of Sinners
Offering: World Renew

March 20
Worship led by Pastor Nick
Luke 6:1-11
Who Is Jesus?  
Lord of the Sabbath
Offering: Christian Ed. Fund

March 27
Worship led by Pastor Nick 
Luke 7:36-50
Who Is Jesus? Forgiver of Sins
Offering: Cadetls

April 3
Worship led by Pastor Nick
Luke 8:40-56
Who Is Jesus?  
Healer of Wounds
Offering: Urban Homeworks

April 10
Worship led by Pastor Nick
Luke 8:40-56
Luke 19:28-40
Who Is Jesus? The True King
Offering: Christian Ed. Fund

April 17
Worship led by Pastor Nick
Luke 24:1-12
Who Is Jesus?  
The Resurrected Lord
Offering: Honduras Fund

April 24
Worship led by Pastor Nick
GEMS Sunday
Offering: GEMS
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Offering Totals
Calvary Ministries Fund 
Fiscal YTD 2-19-22:
Actual: $440,879.32
Budget: $495,000.00 

Other Offering Causes:
World Renew Unrestricted:  
$662.00
World Renew Disaster 

Response:  $750.00
VEAP:  $1,011.00
Christian Education Fund:  
$3,055.25
MN Teen Challenge:  $700.00
Honduras Team Discretionary 
Fund:  $1,466.40
Cadets (Headquarters):  
$710.00
SALT/Arrive Ministries:  
$596.25
Urban Homeworks:  $900.00

Annual March VEAP Drive 
March 6 - April 10
It’s time for our annual March Drive for VEAP. The volunteers at VEAP 
are SO appreciative of our past drives for laundry detergent, which 
is an essential household need that VEAP cannot obtain through its 
regular food suppliers. Calvary’s focused drive for this item is unique 
among VEAP’s supporting churches and organizations. 
 
Our drive to collect 100 bottles/boxes of LIQUID GOLD (what 
VEAP volunteers call laundry detergent) will run from March 6 - 
April 10. Add laundry detergent to your shopping list and place 
your donations in the large yellow bucket near the information 
desk. If you are a snow bird and wish to participate in this drive, 
email Linda Ribbens (lindaribbens@gmail.com) and she will gladly 
do your shopping for you!



Sunday School is for all ages to deepen their 
faith through study. Ages 3 through grade 8 are 
using the Gospel Project curriculum, high school 
students are studying vocation and calling during 
Young and Reformed, and adults have education 
opportunities as well.
Sun | 9:15am
Anchor is a youth group for grades 6-12 that 
includes worship, service, and community building 
activities.
Sun | 5pm | Refuge
Praise Team worships the Lord through music and 
leads the church to do the same. 
Sun | 9:15pm | Sanctuary
Choir practices during WNA and enhances worship 
through song. 
1st and 3rd Wed | 6:30pm | Choir Room
Life Group is for young adults who want to 
deepen friendships while delving into God’s 
teachings.
Wed | 5:30pm | Fellowship Hall
Wednesday Night Alive starts with fellowship 
over a meal; GEMS, Cadets, Bible Study, and Choir 
begin their programs at 6:30pm.
1st and 3rd Wed | 5:30pm | Fellowship Hall

Calvary Community groups HERE

GEMS stands for Girls Everywhere Meet the Savior. 
GEMS is for 2nd through 8th grade girls to learn 
and grow as they discover who God created them 
to be.
1st and 3rd Wed | 6:30pm | Mid Level Classrooms
Cadets is for 2nd through 8th grade boys. It’s 
purpose is to share Christ’s love through Bible 
study and activities.
1st and 3rd Wed | 6:30pm | Mid Level Classrooms
Women’s Bible Study A video Bible study led by 
Carrie Van Beek; 12 Women of the Bible.
1st and 3rd Wed | 6:30pm | Room 308
Theology Class (Words about God) Led by Pastor 
Nick; for men and women of all ages.
1st and 3rd Wed | 6:30pm | Room 306
Volleyball meets in the gym. All are invited, so 
bring your friends! 
Friday | 7-9pm | Gym
Senior Adventures studies Scripture passages 
related to Sunday’s sermons and is led by Pastor 
Nick.
2nd Tuesday | 1:00pm | Library
Please join us! Check out Calvary’s website 
for more activities and groups at www.
calvarytwincities.org

calvary.gram

5300 France Avenue South
Edina, MN 55410-2020
952-831-6264

Pastor Nick Van Beek
Lead Pastor,
pastornick@calvarycrc.net

Pastor Eli Groenendyk 
Pastor of Discipleship
pastor.eli.calvary@gmail.com

www.calvarytwincities.org
calvarycrcedina
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